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APUSH Roaring Twenties
Study Guide: Mastering
the Jazz Age
The Roaring Twenties—an era of dramatic social and
political change in the United States—often proves a
challenging yet fascinating period for AP US History
(APUSH) students. This APUSH Roaring Twenties study
guide aims to equip you with the knowledge and
strategies to not only survive but thrive when tackling
this pivotal decade. We’ll explore key themes,
significant figures, and effective study techniques to
ensure you’re well-prepared for your exams. This guide
will cover essential topics like Prohibition and the
rise of organized crime, the impact of the First
World War, and the cultural shifts of the 1920s,
providing you with a comprehensive understanding of
this transformative period in American history.

Understanding the Context: The
Aftermath of WWI and the Dawn
of Modernity
The Roaring Twenties didn't emerge in a vacuum. World
War I significantly shaped the social, economic, and
political landscape of the United States, leaving behind
a legacy of both prosperity and profound social unrest.
This period witnessed a surge in industrial production,
technological advancements, and mass consumerism.
However, beneath the glittering surface of flapper
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dresses and jazz music lay deep social tensions,
including racial inequality, nativism, and the struggle
for women's suffrage. Understanding this complex
interplay is crucial for a successful APUSH Roaring
Twenties study guide approach. This foundation will
provide the necessary context for your exploration of
topics like the Harlem Renaissance, a flourishing of
African American culture, and the rise of the Ku Klux
Klan, representing a resurgence of white supremacy
and nativism.

Key Themes and Figures in Your
APUSH Roaring Twenties Study
Guide
Several major themes define the Roaring Twenties and
require careful study. Your APUSH Roaring Twenties
study guide should focus on:

Prohibition and Organized Crime: The 18th
Amendment, enacting Prohibition, led to a
dramatic rise in organized crime, exemplified by
figures like Al Capone. Understand the causes,
consequences, and lasting impact of Prohibition
on American society. Explore the connection
between bootlegging, speakeasies, and the
growth of powerful criminal syndicates. This is a
vital component of any effective APUSH Roaring
Twenties study guide.

The Red Scare and Nativism: The fear of
communism (the "Red Scare") and a surge in
nativist sentiment resulted in widespread
xenophobia and the persecution of immigrants
and radicals. Examine the Palmer Raids and the
Sacco and Vanzetti trial as prime examples of this
period’s anxieties.

The Rise of Mass Culture: The 1920s saw the
expansion of radio, movies, and advertising,
creating a shared national culture. This era is
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synonymous with a rise in consumer culture,
impacting both economic growth and social
change. Analyze the impact of these new forms of
media and their contribution to the "Roaring
Twenties" atmosphere.

Social and Cultural Transformations: The
flapper, women's suffrage movement, and the
Harlem Renaissance are all crucial elements of
understanding the significant social shifts of the
era. Focus on the changing roles of women, the
artistic achievements of the Harlem Renaissance,
and the lasting impact of these changes on
American society.

Effective Study Strategies for
Your APUSH Roaring Twenties
Study Guide
Effective learning goes beyond simply reading
textbooks. A robust APUSH Roaring Twenties study
guide requires a multi-faceted approach:

Active Reading: Don't just passively read your
textbook. Take notes, highlight key concepts, and
summarize chapters in your own words.
Practice Questions: Use practice questions and
past APUSH exams to test your understanding of
the material. Identify your weak areas and focus
your study efforts accordingly.
Visual Aids: Create timelines, mind maps, or
other visual aids to organize information and
improve memorization.
Primary Sources: Explore primary sources like
photographs, letters, and newspaper articles to
gain a deeper understanding of the era.
Connect to Current Events: Draw parallels
between the Roaring Twenties and contemporary
issues to reinforce your understanding and
demonstrate critical thinking skills.
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Analyzing Primary Sources: A
Deeper Dive into Your APUSH
Roaring Twenties Study Guide
Working with primary sources is invaluable for a
comprehensive understanding. For example, analyzing
a photograph of flappers can reveal insights into
changing social norms. Studying primary source
documents relating to the Scopes Trial illuminates the
tensions between modernism and traditionalism. By
actively engaging with these resources, you'll move
beyond simple memorization and develop a nuanced
understanding of the era’s complexity.

Conclusion: Mastering the
Roaring Twenties in Your APUSH
Journey
Mastering the Roaring Twenties in your APUSH studies
requires a thorough understanding of its multifaceted
nature. By employing effective study strategies,
engaging with primary sources, and focusing on the key
themes discussed in this APUSH Roaring Twenties study
guide, you’ll be well-equipped to not only succeed on
your exams but also gain a deeper appreciation for this
pivotal period in American history. Remember,
understanding the context, identifying key themes, and
employing diverse study techniques will set you up for
success.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: What were the main causes of the Red Scare?

A1: The Red Scare was fueled by several factors,
including the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia,
widespread labor unrest in the United States, and a
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general fear of radical ideologies. Post-war anxieties
and social tensions further exacerbated these fears,
leading to a climate of suspicion and intolerance.

Q2: How did Prohibition contribute to the rise of
organized crime?

A2: Prohibition created a massive black market for
alcohol. This lucrative illegal market attracted
ambitious criminals, allowing them to build vast
criminal organizations. The enforcement challenges of
Prohibition, coupled with widespread public disregard
for the law, allowed organized crime syndicates to
flourish and consolidate their power.

Q3: What was the Harlem Renaissance?

A3: The Harlem Renaissance was a flourishing of
African American artistic, literary, and intellectual
creativity during the 1920s, centered in the Harlem
neighborhood of New York City. It involved writers,
musicians, artists, and intellectuals, and was a
significant moment in the fight for racial equality and
cultural recognition.

Q4: How did the role of women change during the
Roaring Twenties?

A4: The 19th Amendment granted women the right to
vote, marking a significant step in women's suffrage.
Moreover, changing social norms allowed women more
freedom in their dress, behavior, and career choices.
The "flapper" image epitomizes this shift, although it's
important to note that the experience of women varied
significantly based on race, class, and region.

Q5: What were the key issues debated in the
Scopes Trial?

A5: The Scopes Trial, also known as the "Monkey Trial,"
centered on the conflict between modern science
(evolution) and traditional religious beliefs
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(creationism). It highlighted the tensions between
fundamentalism and modernism in American society
during the 1920s.

Q6: How did the mass media shape culture in the
1920s?

A6: The widespread adoption of radio and the growth of
the film industry created a shared national culture.
These mediums disseminated information,
entertainment, and advertising, shaping public opinion
and fostering a sense of national identity. This
contributed to the homogenization of American culture
and the spread of consumerism.

Q7: What were the long-term consequences of
the Roaring Twenties?

A7: The Roaring Twenties laid the groundwork for many
of the social and political conflicts of the 1930s. The
economic boom masked underlying vulnerabilities that
eventually contributed to the Great Depression. The
social changes of the era continued to reshape
American society, leading to ongoing debates about
race, gender, and cultural identity.

Q8: How can I best use this APUSH Roaring
Twenties study guide for exam preparation?

A8: This study guide provides a framework. Use it to
structure your studies, focusing on the key themes and
figures. Supplement it with your textbook readings,
primary source analysis, and practice questions.
Remember that active learning and diverse study
methods are key to success on the APUSH exam.

APUSH Roaring Twenties Study
Guide: Navigating the Jazz Age
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and its Repercussions
The bustling Roaring Twenties, a period of significant
transformation in American history, often provides a
demanding yet fulfilling subject for AP US History
students. This study guide aims to clarify the key
themes, events, and figures of this intriguing era,
providing a complete framework for grasping its
complexity . We'll explore the monetary boom, the
societal shifts, and the intrinsic tensions that ultimately
shaped the decade and laid the groundwork for the
upheaval of the Great Depression.

I. Economic Prosperity and its Shadows

The Roaring Twenties witnessed unprecedented
financial growth fueled by industrialization ,
technological advancements, and readily accessible
credit. Mass production techniques, exemplified by
Henry Ford's assembly line, led to lower prices and
increased spending . However, this prosperity was not
universally distributed. While cities boomed, rural areas
suffered . The gap between the rich and the poor
expanded , creating social tensions that would later
contribute to the ascent of populist movements. Think
of this period as a beautiful, gilded cage – dazzling on
the surface, but concealing underlying vulnerabilities.

II. Social and Cultural Transformation

This decade was marked by profound societal change.
The movement of African Americans from the South to
the North, known as the Great Migration, led to the
expansion of Black cultural expression in cities like
Harlem, resulting in the Harlem Renaissance. This
artistic explosion produced groundbreaking literature,
music, and art, challenging racial stereotypes and
celebrating Black identity. Simultaneously, women
gained the right to vote (19th Amendment) and
challenged traditional gender roles, embracing new
freedoms and styles often seen as a direct revolt
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against societal norms. Prohibition, intended to curb
alcohol consumption, ironically led to the rise of
organized crime and speakeasies, further highlighting
the clash between modernity and traditional values.

III. Political Stalemate and the Rise of Nativism

Politically, the 1920s were characterized by a
conservative mood. Presidents Harding and Coolidge
pursued a policy of laissez-faire economics and limited
government intervention, reflecting a desire to return to
a sense of normalcy after World War I. However, this
era also saw the resurgence of nativism , manifested in
immigration restrictions such as the Emergency Quota
Act of 1921 and the Immigration Act of 1924, which
severely limited immigration from Southern and Eastern
Europe. The rise of the Ku Klux Klan, fueled by racism
and anti-immigrant sentiment, highlighted the darker
side of this seemingly prosperous decade. These
political trends showcased a nation struggling to define
its identity in the post-war world.

IV. The Seeds of Crisis

Despite the apparent prosperity, the Roaring Twenties
contained the seeds of their own destruction.
Overproduction in agriculture and industry, coupled
with accessible financing, created an precarious
economic system. The stock market boom of the late
1920s masked growing economic weaknesses ,
culminating in the devastating stock market crash of
1929 and the subsequent Great Depression.
Understanding the economic policies and social
dynamics of the 1920s is crucial for understanding the
causes and consequences of this international
economic crisis.

V. Implementation Strategies for APUSH Success

To dominate the APUSH Roaring Twenties, consider
these strategies:
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Active Reading: Don't just read passively. Take
notes, highlight key terms, and create timelines.
Primary Source Analysis: Engage with primary
sources like speeches, letters, and photographs
to gain a deeper understanding.
Connecting Themes: Identify connections
between economic trends, social changes, and
political developments.
Practice Essays: Write practice essays using
specific examples to support your arguments.
Utilize Review Books: Supplement your
textbook with APUSH review books offering
focused study materials and practice questions.

Conclusion:

The Roaring Twenties were a period of intense
inconsistencies. While outwardly a time of economic
boom and cultural exuberance, the decade also
witnessed the ascent of social tensions, political division
, and economic instability that ultimately led to the
Great Depression. A thorough grasp of this period is
essential for understanding the trajectory of 20th-
century American history. By employing effective study
strategies and critically analyzing the key events and
figures, students can effectively navigate the
complexities of this pivotal era.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What is the most important aspect of the
Roaring Twenties to study for the APUSH exam?

A1: The interplay between economic prosperity, social
change, and political developments is crucial.
Understanding how these elements interacted to shape
the decade and contribute to the Great Depression is
key.

Q2: How can I best prepare for essay questions
on the Roaring Twenties?
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A2: Practice writing essays using specific examples
from the period. Focus on analyzing cause and effect
relationships and connecting different themes.

Q3: What are some good primary sources to
study for this period?

A3: Examine works by Harlem Renaissance writers
(Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston), presidential
speeches (Harding, Coolidge), and documents related
to Prohibition and immigration.

Q4: How does the Roaring Twenties connect to
later periods in American history?

A4: The economic imbalances and social tensions of
the 1920s directly contributed to the Great Depression
and shaped the political and social landscape of the
following decades.
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