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A.  Schanke's
Biography
Robert A. Schanke's *Shattered Applause:
The Lives of Eva Le Gallienne*, published
in  September  2010,  offers  a  compelling
and  ins ight fu l  b iography  o f  the
remarkable  actress,  director,  and
producer Eva Le Gallienne. This in-depth
look  at  her  life  reveals  not  only  her
significant  contributions  to  the  American
theatre  but  also  the  complexities  and
challenges faced by a pioneering woman
in  a  male-dominated  world.  This  article
will explore the key aspects of Schanke's
biography,  examining  Le  Gallienne's
career, personal life, and enduring legacy.
We  wil l  delve  into  her  innovative
theatrical  ventures,  her  unwavering
commitment  to  her  craft,  and  her
struggles  against  adversity,  highlighting
themes of feminist theatre, American
theatre  history,  Eva  Le  Gallienne's
legacy,  20th-century  theatre,  and
biographical  writing.
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Eva  Le  Gal l ienne:  A
Pioneer of the American
Stage
Eva  Le  Gallienne's  career  was  nothing
short  of  extraordinary.  *Shattered
Applause*  meticulously  charts  her
journey, from her early childhood steeped
in  theatre,  influenced  by  her  parents,  to
her  triumphant  arrival  on  the  American
stage.  Schanke's  biography  vividly
portrays  her  artistic  vision,  which
consistently  pushed  boundaries  and
challenged  conventions.  Le  Gallienne's
founding of the Civic Repertory Theatre in
1926  stands  as  a  testament  to  her
entrepreneurial  spirit  and  artistic
dedication.  This  ambitious  project,
detailed extensively in the book, aimed to
provide  affordable  and  high-quality
theatre to a wider audience, a radical idea
at  the  time.  The  book  showcases  her
tireless  efforts  in  selecting  and  directing
plays, nurturing young talent, and battling
financial constraints – all while navigating
the complex social landscape of the time.
This period highlights her commitment to
American theatre history and solidifies
her  place  as  a  significant  figure  in  the
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development  of  American  theatre.

Feminist  Theatre  and
the Challenges Faced by
Le Gallienne
*Shattered  Applause*  doesn't  shy  away
from the challenges Le Gallienne faced as
a woman in a male-dominated industry.
Schanke masterfully weaves together the
narrative  of  her  professional  triumphs
with the personal struggles she endured.
He explores the subtle and overt forms of
sexism she encountered, highlighting the
obstacles  she  overcame to  achieve  her
artistic goals. Le Gallienne's dedication to
bringing  challenging  and  often  feminist
plays to the stage is a recurring theme.
The  book  examines  how  she  used  her
platform to  promote works  that  tackled
soc ia l  i s sues  and  gave  vo ice  to
marginalized  perspectives,  contributing
significantly  to  the  development  of
feminist  theatre.  Her  commitment  to
producing and directing works by female
playwrights  is  further  evidence  of  her
pioneering  role  in  promoting  women's
voices in the arts.
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The Enduring Legacy of
Eva Le Gallienne
The enduring legacy of Eva Le Gallienne is
a  testament  to  her  talent,  vision,  and
perseverance.  *Shattered  Applause*
effectively  communicates  this  legacy,
demonstrating  how  her  influence
continues to resonate within the American
theatrical  landscape.  Her  innovative
approach  to  theatre  management,  her
unwavering  dedication  to  artistic
excellence, and her commitment to social
justice  serve  as  inspiration  for  aspiring
artists  and  theatre  professionals  even
today. Schanke’s biography meticulously
documents her significant contributions to
20th-century  theatre,  showcasing  not
only her acting prowess but also her skills
as a director, producer, and advocate for
the  arts.  The  book  effectively  places  her
within  the  broader  context  of  American
cultural  history,  showing  her  impact  on
the development of American theatre and
the wider arts community. Her role as a
mentor and her commitment to nurturing
new  talent  are  also  appropriately
highlighted, emphasizing the far-reaching
impact of her career.
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Schanke's  Biographical
Style  and  the  Book's
Value
Robert A. Schanke's *Shattered Applause*
is more than just a chronological account
of  Eva  Le  Ga l l ienne 's  l i fe .  I t ' s  a
meticulously  researched  and  engaging
biography  written  in  a  style  that
successfully blends factual accuracy with
a compelling narrative. Schanke expertly
uses  primary  sources,  including  letters,
diaries,  and interviews,  to create a rich
and intimate portrait of Le Gallienne. He
presents both the triumphs and struggles
of her life with sensitivity and nuance. The
book 's  va lue  l ies  not  on ly  in  i t s
comprehensive portrayal of Le Gallienne's
career but also in its insightful exploration
of her personal life and the societal forces
that shaped her experiences. The book is
a  valuable  contribution  to  theatrical
biography  and  offers  significant  insights
into the world of biographical writing,
showcasing  a  model  of  meticulous
research  and  engaging  storytelling.  The
analysis of her personal relationships and
the challenges of maintaining a balance
between her professional and personal life
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add  another  layer  of  depth  to  the
biography.

Conclusion
*Shattered Applause: The Lives of Eva Le
Gallienne* is a compelling and insightful
biography  that  serves  as  a  powerful
tribute to a remarkable woman and artist.
Robert  A.  Schanke's  meticulously
researched and engagingly written work
illuminates  not  only  Le  Gallienne's
significant  contributions  to  American
theatre but also provides a valuable lens
through  which  to  view  the  social  and
cultural  landscape  of  the  20th  century.
The  book's  detailed  exploration  of  her
artistic  achievements,  her  personal
struggles, and her lasting legacy makes it
a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in
theatre  history,  feminist  perspectives  in
the  arts,  or  the  lives  of  inspirational
figures  who  challenged  norms  and  made
indelible  marks  on  their  respective  fields.
The  book  provides  a  nuanced  and
compelling look at  Eva Le Gallienne’s
legacy,  solidifying  her  place  as  a  true
pioneer and icon of American theatre.
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FAQ
Q1:  What  makes  *Shat tered
Applause*  unique  among  other
biographies  of  theatre  figures?

A1:  *Shattered  Applause*  distinguishes
itself  through  its  comprehensive  and
nuanced exploration of Le Gallienne's life,
combining her professional triumphs and
personal  struggles  into  a  hol ist ic
narrat ive.  I t  goes  beyond  simply
chronicling  her  career,  delving  into  the
societal  factors  influencing  her
experiences  as  a  woman  in  a  male-
dominated industry and her commitment
to  social  justice  through  her  theatrical
choices. Many biographies focus solely on
professional  achievements;  this  one
explores the complexities of her life with
greater depth and understanding.

Q2:  What  were  some  of  the  key
challenges Le Gallienne faced in her
career?

A2:  Le  Gal l ienne  faced  numerous
challenges, including securing funding for
her  ambitious  Civic  Repertory  Theatre,
navigating  the  sexism  prevalent  in  the
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theatre industry, and maintaining artistic
integrity  in  the  face  of  commercial
pressures. She also had to contend with
the changing tastes of audiences and the
economic  realities  of  running  a  theatre
company  during  periods  of  financial
instability.  The  book  meticulously
documents these challenges and how she
creatively overcame them.

Q3:  How  did  Le  Gallienne  influence
feminist  theatre?

A3:  Le  Gallienne  significantly  influenced
feminist  theatre  through  her  consistent
commitment  to  producing  and  directing
plays written by women, and by choosing
plays  that  addressed  social  issues  and
presented female characters in complex
and  nuanced  ways.  Her  advocacy  for
women's voices and perspectives in the
arts made her a key figure in shaping the
landscape of feminist theatre.

Q4:  What  is  the  overall  tone  and
style of Schanke's writing?

A4:  Schanke  adopts  a  respectful,  yet
engaging,  tone  in  his  biography.  His
writing  is  meticulously  researched  and
clearly presented, allowing the reader to
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fully  appreciate  the  complexities  of  Le
Gallienne’s life and career without losing
the  narrative  flow.  The  style  is  both
informative  and  emotionally  resonant.

Q5:  What  is  the  significance  of  the
Civic  Repertory  Theatre  in  Le
Gallienne's  legacy?

A5:  The  Civic  Repertory  Theatre  was  a
cornerstone  of  Le  Gallienne's  legacy,
demonstrating her entrepreneurial  spirit,
artistic vision, and unwavering dedication
to  providing  accessible  and  high-quality
theatre to a wider audience. It showcases
her  commitment  to  both  art ist ic
excellence and social  responsibility.  The
failure  of  the  venture,  also  thoroughly
examined in the book, doesn't diminish its
significance  as  a  daring  and  impactful
initiative.

Q6:  Where  can  I  find  a  copy  of
*Shattered  Applause*?

A6:  You  can  likely  find  used  copies  of
*Shattered Applause: The Lives of Eva Le
Gallienne* through online booksellers like
Amazon,  Abebooks,  and  others.  Check
your local libraries as well, as many may
have a copy.
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Q7: What are some other resources
for  learning  more  about  Eva  Le
Gallienne?

A7: In addition to *Shattered Applause*,
you can explore archival materials, such
as  playbills,  photographs,  and  letters,
often found in university theatre archives
or  online  databases.  Academic  articles
and  books  focusing  on  20th-century
American theatre and feminist theatre will
also  provide  further  insights  into  Le
Gallienne's  life  and  work.

Q8:  Does  the  book  offer  any  lessons
for aspiring theatre artists today?

A8:  Yes,  *Shattered  Applause*  offers
valuable  lessons  for  aspiring  theatre
artists,  highlighting  the  importance  of
artistic integrity, perseverance in the face
o f  adve r s i t y ,  and  the  power  o f
entrepreneurial spirit and creative vision.
Le Gallienne’s dedication to both artistic
excellence and social responsibility serves
as a strong example for those seeking to
make a meaningful impact on the world
through their art.
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Delving into the Life and
Legacy  of  Eva  Le
Gallienne:  A  Review  of
Robert  A.  Schanke's
"Shattered  Applause"
Robert  A.  Schanke's  fasc inat ing
biography, "Shattered Applause: The Lives
of  Eva  Le  Gall ienne,"  published  in
September  2010,  offers  a  deep
exploration of the extraordinary life and
career  of  one  of  the  most  influential
figures  in  20th-century  American  stage.
This isn't merely a chronological account
of Le Gallienne's achievements; instead,
Schanke crafts a rich portrait of a woman
who boldly challenged norms and left an
unforgettable  mark  on  the  artistic
landscape.

The  book  meticulously  traces  Le
Gallienne's journey, from her aristocratic
upbringing in England to her pivotal role
in  establishing  the  Civic  Repertory
Theatre  in  New  York  City.  Schanke
expertly  weaves  together  personal
anecdotes,  critical  assessments  of  her
performances, and contextual information
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to provide a complete understanding of Le
Gallienne's  layered  personality  and  her
effect on the American theatre.

One of the book's advantages lies in its
unflinching  portrayal  of  Le  Gallienne's
difficulties.  Schanke  doesn't  shy  away
from  portraying  her  imperfections,
highlighting  her  fiery  temperament  and
her sometimes strained relationships with
others.  This  honesty  enhances  to  the
book's credibility and makes Le Gallienne
a more relatable figure. We see her not as
a saint, but as a dynamic human being
with ambitions and vulnerabilities.

The  book  also  effectively  showcases  Le
Gallienne's artistic vision. Her dedication
to  bringing  sophisticated  theatre  to  a
wider  spectators  –  specifically,  through
the Civic Repertory Theatre – is a proof to
her unwavering commitment to her craft.
Schanke  illustrates  how  Le  Gallienne’s
groundbreaking  approach  to  producing
and  directing  plays,  her  focus  on
renowned works, and her commitment to
accessible  ticket  prices  transformed the
national theatre scene.

Furthermore,  Schanke’s  writing  style  is
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engaging.  He  masterfully  balances
specific  historical  accounts  with  graphic
desc r i p t i ons  o f  Le  Ga l l i enne ' s
performances, bringing the past to life for
the reader. He links various aspects of her
life  –  her  artistic  pursuits,  her  political
beliefs,  her  personal  relationships  –  to
create a cohesive and satisfying narrative.
The book is a delight to read, not just for
its intellectual stimulation but also for its
affective resonance.

The  philosophical  message  embedded
within  "Shattered  Applause"  is  one  of
tenacity  and  the  importance  of  artistic
integrity. Le Gallienne's life serves as an
motivation to those who dare to aspire big
and are willing to overcome obstacles to
achieve  their  aims.  Her  commitment  to
her  artistic  vision,  even  in  the  face  of
opposition, is a powerful illustration of the
power of passion.

In  conclusion,  Robert  A.  Schanke's
"Shattered Applause: The Lives of Eva Le
Gallienne"  is  a  indispensable  book  for
anyone  interested  in  the  history  of
Amer i can  thea t re ,  t he  l i ves  o f
extraordinary  women,  or  simply  a  well-
written  and  engrossing  biography.
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Schanke has provided a enduring addition
to  the  literary  realm,  offering  a  complete
and  nuanced  portrayal  of  a  tru ly
legendary  figure.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1 .  What  i s  the  ma in  focus  o f
"Shattered  Applause"?  The  book
primarily focuses on the life and career of
Eva  Le  Gallienne,  highlighting  her
contributions  to  American  theatre  and
exploring  the  complexit ies  of  her
personality and professional journey.

2.  What  makes  this  biography
unique?  Schanke's  biography  offers  a
balanced  portrayal  of  Le  Gallienne,
acknowledging both her triumphs and her
s t rugg les ,  prov id ing  a  nuanced
understanding  of  her  character  and
legacy.

3.  Who  would  enjoy  reading  this
book?  This  book  appeals  to  theatre
enthusiasts,  biography  readers,  those
interested  in  20th-century  history,  and
anyone fascinated by the life  stories  of
strong, independent women.

4.  What is  the writing style  of  the
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book?  Schanke  employs  a  c lear,
engaging,  and  informative  style,
balancing historical detail with compelling
narrative  to  create  an  accessible  and
captivating read.

5. What is the overall impact of the
book?  "Shattered  Applause"  leaves  a
lasting  impression  by  celebrating  Le
Gallienne’s  enduring  legacy  while  also
offering  a  thoughtful  reflection  on  the
challenges faced by artists who strive for
excellence and genuineness.
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