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Getting into Oxford or
Cambridge: A 2016
Entry Retrospective
The allure of Oxford and Cambridge, two of the
world's most prestigious universities, has
captivated ambitious students for centuries.
Securing a place at either institution, especially
for the 2016 entry cycle, was a fiercely
competitive undertaking. This article delves into
the experience of applying to Oxford and
Cambridge in 2016, examining the application
process, the challenges faced by prospective
students, and the key factors that contributed to
success. We'll also explore the lasting impact of
such an achievement and consider what lessons
can be learned for future applicants.

The 2016 Application
Landscape: Intense
Competition and High Stakes
The 2016 entry cycle presented a particularly
challenging landscape for aspiring Oxbridge
students. The universities received a record
number of applications, reflecting their enduring
global appeal and reputation for academic
excellence. This high volume of applications,
combined with the inherently rigorous selection
process, meant that even exceptionally qualified



Getting Into Oxford Cambridge 2016 Entry

Getting Into Oxford Cambridge 2016 Entry
2

candidates faced significant odds. Key elements
contributing to the pressure included: Oxbridge
entrance exam preparation, the crucial role of
strong UCAS personal statement writing, and
navigating the complexities of the Oxbridge
interview process.

### The UCAS Application: First Impressions
Count

The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service
(UCAS) application formed the first hurdle.
Students needed to demonstrate not only
exceptional academic achievement but also a
genuine passion for their chosen subject. The
personal statement, a critical component of the
UCAS application, required meticulous crafting. It
needed to showcase not just academic prowess
but also the candidate's intellectual curiosity,
research capabilities, and engagement with the
field beyond the classroom. For the 2016 entry, a
compelling personal statement that highlighted
relevant extracurricular activities and showcased
genuine intellectual curiosity was paramount.
Weak applications were swiftly rejected,
emphasizing the importance of strategic planning
and early preparation.

### Oxbridge Entrance Exams: A Test of
Aptitude and Knowledge

Beyond the UCAS application, prospective
students faced subject-specific entrance
examinations. These exams, often notoriously
challenging, tested not only knowledge but also
problem-solving skills, critical thinking, and the
ability to apply learned concepts in novel
situations. For example, the Mathematics
entrance exam tested advanced mathematical
concepts, while the Classics exam demanded a
deep understanding of ancient Greek and Roman
literature and culture. Adequate preparation,
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including practicing past papers and seeking
expert guidance, was crucial for success. Many
students utilized specialist tutoring and intensive
revision programs to enhance their performance
in these demanding examinations.

### The Interview: A Deep Dive into Intellectual
Capacity

Those successful in the entrance examinations
proceeded to the interview stage. These
interviews were designed to assess a candidate's
intellectual potential, critical thinking abilities,
and suitability for the rigorous academic
environment of Oxford or Cambridge. Interviews
often involved tackling complex problems,
discussing challenging ideas, and engaging in
intellectual debate. The interview process for
2016 entry often centered around probing deeper
into the applicant’s personal statement and
assessing their research and problem-solving
skills. The ability to think on one's feet and
articulate complex ideas clearly and concisely
was vital.

Benefits of Attending Oxford
or Cambridge (2016 Entry
and Beyond)
The benefits of securing a place at Oxford or
Cambridge in 2016, or any year, extend far
beyond the prestige of the institutions
themselves. Graduates often benefit from:

Exceptional Career Prospects: Oxbridge
degrees hold significant weight in the job
market, opening doors to a wide array of
opportunities across diverse sectors.
Strong Alumni Network: The extensive
alumni network provides invaluable career
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support, mentorship, and networking
opportunities throughout a graduate's
career.
World-Class Teaching and Research:
Oxford and Cambridge boast renowned
faculty and cutting-edge research facilities,
ensuring students receive a top-tier
education.
Personal and Intellectual
Development: The rigorous academic
environment fosters critical thinking,
intellectual curiosity, and personal growth.
Global Recognition: An Oxbridge degree
is globally recognized and highly respected,
enhancing employability worldwide.

Strategies for Success:
Lessons from 2016 and
Beyond
While the 2016 entry cycle presented a unique
set of challenges, the fundamental principles of
success remain consistent:

Early Planning: Start preparing early,
focusing on academics, extracurricular
activities, and personal statement
development.
Targeted Preparation: Tailor your
preparation to the specific requirements of
your chosen subject and college.
Seek Guidance: Utilize resources such as
teachers, tutors, and online materials to
enhance your preparation.
Develop Strong Application Materials:
Craft a compelling personal statement and
prepare thoroughly for entrance exams and
interviews.
Demonstrate Genuine Interest:
Showcase a genuine passion for your
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chosen subject and the intellectual
environment of Oxford and Cambridge.

Conclusion: The Enduring
Appeal of Oxbridge
Getting into Oxford or Cambridge remains a
highly competitive but rewarding endeavor. The
2016 entry cycle highlighted the importance of
meticulous preparation, strategic planning, and
demonstrating a genuine passion for learning.
While the specific challenges may vary from year
to year, the underlying principles of success
remain consistent: exceptional academic
performance, a compelling application, and a
demonstrated commitment to intellectual
curiosity. The rewards of securing a place at
either institution, however, extend far beyond the
prestigious degree, shaping careers and lives for
years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: What is the acceptance rate for Oxford
and Cambridge?

A1: The acceptance rate for both universities is
exceptionally low, typically in the single digits,
varying slightly by subject. Competition is fierce,
and even highly qualified applicants face
significant odds. The 2016 entry cycle, with its
record number of applicants, likely saw even
lower acceptance rates.

Q2: What subjects are most competitive to
apply for?

A2: Highly sought-after subjects like Medicine,
Engineering, Law, and certain humanities
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subjects (e.g., Classics, History) tend to be
exceptionally competitive. The competition also
depends on the specific colleges within each
university.

Q3: How important are extracurricular
activities?

A3: Extracurricular activities are not mandatory
but can significantly strengthen an application.
They demonstrate well-roundedness,
commitment, and passion beyond academic
pursuits. Showing leadership skills or involvement
in activities relevant to your chosen subject can
be particularly beneficial.

Q4: What is the role of the college
interview?

A4: The interview is a crucial element of the
selection process, designed to assess a
candidate's intellectual potential, critical thinking,
and communication skills. It is an opportunity for
the college to gauge your suitability for their
academic environment and to delve deeper into
your interests and motivations.

Q5: How much emphasis is placed on
predicted grades?

A5: Predicted grades are important, providing an
indication of your academic capabilities. However,
they are not the sole determinant of your
application. Strong performance in entrance
examinations and a compelling personal
statement are equally crucial.

Q6: Is it possible to apply to both Oxford
and Cambridge simultaneously?

A6: Yes, it is possible to apply to both universities
simultaneously through UCAS, but you must
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choose different colleges within each university.
This approach maximizes your chances of
securing a place at either institution.

Q7: What if I don't get in?

A7: Not gaining admission to Oxford or
Cambridge is not the end of the world. Many
other excellent universities offer high-quality
education and exceptional career prospects. It's
important to remember that university admission
is just one step in a long and rewarding journey.

Q8: What resources are available for
Oxbridge applicants?

A8: Numerous resources are available to support
Oxbridge applicants, including online resources,
preparatory courses, tutors, and guidance from
school counselors. The official university websites
provide detailed information on the application
process and requirements. Utilizing these
resources strategically can significantly enhance
your chances of success.

Getting into Oxford &
Cambridge: 2016 Entry – A
Retrospective
Securing a place at Oxford in 2016 was, and
remains, a highly demanding undertaking. This
article will explore the elements that contributed
success that year, offering insights relevant even
to prospective students today. The method
remains rigorous, but understanding the
mechanics of 2016 provides a valuable
framework for future aspirants.

### The Application Process: A Multi-Faceted
Challenge
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The submission process itself was, and continues
to be, a substantial effort. Aspiring students faced
a formidable range of demands, beginning with
the application form. This wasn't merely a matter
of completing forms; it required careful attention
to detail, exact self-assessment, and a compelling
individual statement. This statement wasn't just a
summary of successes; it was a window into the
student's personality, drive, and intellectual
curiosity. Formulating a statement that
distinguished itself from the masses of other
applications required substantial time and effort.

Furthermore, picking the right program of
research was vital. Candidates needed to show
not only academic ability but also a genuine
enthusiasm in their chosen field. This often
involved extensive exploration into the unique
courses offered, instructors, and study
possibilities.

The choosing of references was equally
important. Favorable references from instructors
who could genuinely confirm to the student's
abilities and potential were priceless.

Finally, the discussion stage was a crucial
moment. Cambridge interviews are known for
their stringency and focus on critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. Preparation was key,
requiring not just discipline-specific
understanding but also the ability to
communicate ideas precisely under stress.

### Academic Excellence: Beyond Grades

While outstanding A-level grades were necessary,
they were far the only deciding factor. Admissions
panels looked for demonstration of intellectual
curiosity, drive, and a enthusiasm for learning.
Outside pursuits played a significant role,
demonstrating holism and initiative skills.
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Engagement in debating societies, sports, music,
or charitable work could significantly boost an
application.

### The Competitive Landscape of 2016

2016 was a especially difficult year for
acceptance to both universities. The number of
applications increased year on year, making it
even more crucial to stand out from the crowd.
Understanding the specific challenges of that
year – including any changes to the application
process – could offer valuable wisdom for today's
students.

### Lessons Learned and Strategic
Implementation

The encounter of proposing to Cambridge in
2016, and indeed in any given year, emphasizes
the need for a comprehensive approach. Success
depends on a mixture of scholarly excellence, co-
curricular engagement, a compelling individual
statement, strong references, and exceptional
interview presentation. Future candidates should
start organizing in advance, focusing on
developing their skills and establishing a solid
proposal that honestly reflects their talents and
aspirations.

### Conclusion

Getting into Oxford for the 2016 entry was a
daunting but possible goal. By assessing the
elements that affected success that year,
prospective candidates can gain valuable insights
and create a methodical strategy for their own
proposals. Remember that it's a endurance test,
not a dash, requiring dedication and thorough
preparation.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
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Q1: Were there any significant changes to
the Oxford & Cambridge application process
in 2016?

A1: While there weren't drastic overhauls, there
were likely incremental adjustments to
application procedures, deadlines, or specific
requirements for certain courses. Checking the
university websites' archived information from
2016 would provide specific details.

Q2: How important were extracurricular
activities in the 2016 application cycle?

A2: Extracurricular activities were, and remain,
very important. They demonstrated a well-
rounded personality and showcased skills beyond
academic achievement, such as teamwork,
leadership, and dedication.

Q3: What kind of preparation is necessary
for Oxford & Cambridge interviews?

A3: Preparation involves thorough subject
knowledge, practice in critical thinking and
problem-solving, and the ability to articulate
ideas clearly and confidently under pressure.
Mock interviews are highly beneficial.

Q4: Is it possible to gain admission to both
Oxford and Cambridge simultaneously?

A4: Yes, it's possible to apply to both universities
concurrently through UCAS. However, it’s
important to tailor your application and personal
statement to each institution's unique ethos and
course requirements.

Q5: How much emphasis was placed on
predicted grades in 2016?

A5: While predicted grades were considered, they



Getting Into Oxford Cambridge 2016 Entry

Getting Into Oxford Cambridge 2016 Entry
11

were not the sole determinant. A strong overall
application, including the personal statement and
references, held equal or even greater weight in
the selection process.

https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/0
93844/14897LM/RTF/us_army-technical-
manual_tm-5_5420-280-23andp-rapidly-
emplaced-bridge-reb-nsn-5420_01_481__3959.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/k
p/K5192P9/PLAY/2006-
lexus__sc430_service_repair_manual__software.p
df
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8
2753A8M43/80033AM/EPDF/religion-and-politics-
in-the__united_states.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/0
93844/3X7038F427/EPUB/time__zone-
word_problems__with-answers.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/9
7199WA/093844210926/PAGE/toyota-
hilux__surf_manual_1992.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/0
93844/412M06H/TEXT/antaralatil__bhasmasur.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/2
10926/4T3707I432/PLAY/all_yoga-
poses_teacher__training_manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/
U7L3997/093844210926/PUB/2007_suzuki__gr_vit
ara_owners-manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/5
09DU53/475DU98826/CHAPTER/hyundai_wheel_lo
ader__hl740-3-factory-service-repair-
workshop__manual__instant_download.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/0
93844/927U98S215/PLAY/introduction_to-
fluid_mechanics__3rd__edition.pdf

https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8865M7V/8507M2V741/BOOK/us__army-technical_manual_tm__5-5420-280__23andp-rapidly-emplaced-bridge_reb_nsn_5420-01__481-3959.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8865M7V/8507M2V741/BOOK/us__army-technical_manual_tm__5-5420-280__23andp-rapidly-emplaced-bridge_reb_nsn_5420-01__481-3959.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8865M7V/8507M2V741/BOOK/us__army-technical_manual_tm__5-5420-280__23andp-rapidly-emplaced-bridge_reb_nsn_5420-01__481-3959.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8865M7V/8507M2V741/BOOK/us__army-technical_manual_tm__5-5420-280__23andp-rapidly-emplaced-bridge_reb_nsn_5420-01__481-3959.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/bs212609/4813364B2S093844/EBOOK/2006__lexus_sc430__service_repair-manual__software.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/bs212609/4813364B2S093844/EBOOK/2006__lexus_sc430__service_repair-manual__software.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/bs212609/4813364B2S093844/EBOOK/2006__lexus_sc430__service_repair-manual__software.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/bs212609/4813364B2S093844/EBOOK/2006__lexus_sc430__service_repair-manual__software.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/3357A0W/3519A7W183/BOOK/religion_and_politics-in__the__united_states.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/3357A0W/3519A7W183/BOOK/religion_and_politics-in__the__united_states.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/3357A0W/3519A7W183/BOOK/religion_and_politics-in__the__united_states.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/K65578J/093844210926/CHAPTER/time-zone-word-problems__with__answers.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/K65578J/093844210926/CHAPTER/time-zone-word-problems__with__answers.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/K65578J/093844210926/CHAPTER/time-zone-word-problems__with__answers.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/vw/17V336W/TEXT/toyota__hilux_surf__manual__1992.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/vw/17V336W/TEXT/toyota__hilux_surf__manual__1992.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/vw/17V336W/TEXT/toyota__hilux_surf__manual__1992.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8R38G47/093844210926/PUB/antaralatil-bhasmasur.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/8R38G47/093844210926/PUB/antaralatil-bhasmasur.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/ci/57I455C/RTF/all_yoga_poses__teacher-training__manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/ci/57I455C/RTF/all_yoga_poses__teacher-training__manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/ci/57I455C/RTF/all_yoga_poses__teacher-training__manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/dv/2499V5D/PAGE/2007__suzuki-gr__vitara_owners-manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/dv/2499V5D/PAGE/2007__suzuki-gr__vitara_owners-manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/dv/2499V5D/PAGE/2007__suzuki-gr__vitara_owners-manual.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/093844/9Z1881X095/PLAY/hyundai_wheel_loader__hl740__3-factory-service__repair__workshop_manual_instant_download.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/093844/9Z1881X095/PLAY/hyundai_wheel_loader__hl740__3-factory-service__repair__workshop_manual_instant_download.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/093844/9Z1881X095/PLAY/hyundai_wheel_loader__hl740__3-factory-service__repair__workshop_manual_instant_download.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/093844/9Z1881X095/PLAY/hyundai_wheel_loader__hl740__3-factory-service__repair__workshop_manual_instant_download.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/io/58733I77O9260921/ITUNE/introduction-to-fluid-mechanics-3rd-edition.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/io/58733I77O9260921/ITUNE/introduction-to-fluid-mechanics-3rd-edition.pdf
https://centrum.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/io/58733I77O9260921/ITUNE/introduction-to-fluid-mechanics-3rd-edition.pdf

