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RV  Pre-Trip  Walk  Around
Inspection  Guide:  Your
Checklist  for  a  Smooth
Journey
Embarking on an RV adventure should be exciting, not stressful.
A thorough pre-trip walk around inspection is your key to a safe
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and enjoyable journey. This comprehensive guide will equip you
with  the  knowledge  and  checklist  you  need  to  conduct  a
meticulous  RV  pre-trip  inspection,  minimizing  the  risk  of
breakdowns and maximizing your  peace of  mind.  We'll  cover
everything  from  checking  tire  pressure  and  fluid  levels  to
inspecting your RV's exterior and interior systems. This guide
will  also  address  important  aspects  like  electrical  system
checks, propane system checks, and sewer system checks,
ensuring you're fully prepared for the open road.

The  Benefits  of  a  Pre-Trip  RV
Inspection
Before you even think about hitting the accelerator, a thorough
pre-trip RV walk around inspection offers numerous advantages:

Safety: Identifying potential problems before they become
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emergencies is paramount. A faulty brake light, low tire
pressure, or a leaking hose can significantly impact your
safety  and  the  safety  of  others  on  the  road.  This  pre-
departure checklist is your first line of defense.

Peace  of  Mind:  Knowing  your  RV  is  in  top  condition
allows you to relax and enjoy the journey. The confidence
that comes from a complete inspection is invaluable, letting
you focus on the beautiful  scenery and creating lasting
memories.

Cost Savings: Catching small issues early prevents them
from escalating into costly repairs down the road. A simple
tire  pressure  check  can  prevent  a  blowout,  saving  you
money  on  tire  replacement  and  potential  roadside
assistance.

Problem Prevention: Proactive identification of problems
allows  you  to  address  them  before  they  cause  major
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inconveniences  or  halt  your  trip  entirely.  This  includes
preventing unexpected delays due to mechanical failures or
system malfunctions.

Extended RV Lifespan:  Regular  maintenance,  starting
with  a  thorough  pre-trip  inspection,  contributes  to  the
overall  longevity  of  your  RV.  Early  detection  of  issues
means timely repairs, keeping your RV in optimal condition
for years to come.

Conducting  Your  RV  Pre-Trip  Walk
Around  Inspection:  A  Step-by-Step
Guide
Your pre-trip RV walk around inspection should be a methodical
process. We recommend using a checklist to ensure you don't
miss anything. Here’s a comprehensive guide covering critical
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areas:

### Exterior Inspection:

Tires:  Check tire pressure (using a reliable gauge) and
tread depth. Look for any cuts, bulges, or signs of wear and
tear. Remember to inspect the spare tire as well.
Wheels and Lugs: Visually inspect your wheels for any
cracks  or  damage.  Ensure  all  lug  nuts  are  securely
tightened.
Lights and Signals: Test all exterior lights – headlights,
taillights,  brake lights,  turn signals,  running lights,  and
reverse lights – to ensure they are functioning correctly.
Mirrors: Verify that all mirrors are securely attached and
provide clear visibility. Adjust them as needed.
Undercarriage: Inspect the undercarriage for any leaks,
damage, or debris.  Pay close attention to hoses, wiring,
and the frame.
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Awning:  Extend and retract  your awning to ensure it's
operating smoothly and without any obstructions.
Exterior  Storage  Compartments:  Check  all  exterior
storage  compartments  for  secure  latches  and  ensure
nothing is shifting during transit.
Chassis and Suspension: Look for any signs of damage,
rust, or loose components in the chassis and suspension
system.

### Interior Inspection:

Fluid Levels: Check engine oil, transmission fluid, coolant,
brake fluid, and power steering fluid levels. Consult your
RV's owner's manual for locations and proper levels.
Electrical  System  Checks:  Test  all  interior  lights,
appliances,  and  outlets.  Check  the  operation  of  your
generator, if equipped.
Propane System Checks: Verify that the propane tanks
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are  securely  connected  and  that  the  gas  lines  are  not
damaged or leaking. Check your propane level.
Plumbing and Sewer System Checks: Inspect all water
lines,  faucets,  and drains for leaks.  Check the status of
your gray and black water tanks – empty or nearly empty
before  your  trip  is  ideal.  Inspect  the  sewer  hose  and
connections.
Refrigerator:  Ensure  the  refrigerator  is  functioning
properly and that the temperature is set correctly.
Appliances:  Test all other appliances (oven, microwave,
stovetop) to confirm they're in working order.
Safety Equipment: Confirm you have a fully stocked first-
aid  kit,  fire  extinguisher,  and  any  other  safety  gear
required.

### Before You Drive:

Brakes:  Test your brakes thoroughly before driving and
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make sure they’re responsive.
Steering: Check for any unusual play or looseness in the
steering wheel.

Troubleshooting  Common  Issues
During  Your  Inspection
During  your  pre-trip  walk  around  inspection,  you  might
encounter some minor issues. For instance, a loose screw on a
cabinet or a slightly low tire pressure. Addressing these minor
problems before  embarking on your  trip  prevents  them from
becoming major headaches on the road.

Conclusion
A meticulous pre-trip RV walk around inspection is not just a
suggestion; it's a crucial step in ensuring a safe and enjoyable RV
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adventure. By following this guide and utilizing a comprehensive
checklist,  you'll  significantly  reduce  the  risk  of  unforeseen
problems and maximize the pleasure of your travels. Remember
that proactive maintenance is key to maximizing the lifespan of
your RV and avoiding costly repairs.

FAQ:
Q1: How often should I perform a pre-trip walk around
inspection?

A1:  You  should  conduct  a  thorough  pre-trip  walk  around
inspection before every trip, regardless of the trip's length. Even
short  trips  can reveal  potential  issues  that,  if  ignored,  could
become larger problems.

Q2: What if I find a major problem during my inspection?
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A2:  If  you discover  a  significant  issue (e.g.,  a  major  leak,  a
broken part), don't attempt to fix it yourself unless you have the
necessary expertise. Contact a qualified RV mechanic or service
center for professional assistance.

Q3: Can I use a checklist for my inspection?

A3:  Absolutely!  Creating  or  using  a  checklist  is  highly
recommended.  This  ensures  you  systematically  check  every
critical  area, minimizing the chance of overlooking something
important. You can find many free checklists online or create
your own based on this guide.

Q4: What about my RV's specific make and model?

A4: While this guide covers general areas, always consult your
RV's owner's manual for make and model-specific information
and maintenance requirements. Your owner's manual will have
detailed instructions and diagrams pertinent to your specific RV.
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Q5: Are there any apps to help with RV inspections?

A5: Yes, several mobile apps are available to assist with RV pre-
trip inspections. These apps often provide checklists, allow you
to  record  findings,  and  even  offer  reminders  for  scheduled
maintenance. Search your app store for "RV inspection checklist"
to find options suitable for your needs.

Q6: How long does a thorough inspection typically take?

A6:  The time required depends on the size and complexity of
your  RV,  but  plan  to  allocate  at  least  30-60  minutes  for  a
thorough inspection. It's better to be thorough and take your
time than to rush and miss something crucial.

Q7: What if I'm new to RVing?

A7: If you're new to RVing, consider seeking guidance from an
experienced RVer or attending an RV orientation course. These
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resources can provide valuable hands-on training and help you
build confidence in your inspection skills. There are many online
videos  and  RV forums that  can  also  provide  helpful  tips  for
beginners.

Q8: Is it necessary to inspect the interior every time?

A8: While a full interior inspection before every trip isn't always
strictly necessary, periodically checking major systems such as
the propane system and water system is vital. You should focus
on the exterior and critical systems more frequently.

RV  Pre-Trip  Walk-Around  Inspection
Guide:  Your  Ticket  to  a  Smooth
Journey
Embarking on a adventure in your recreational vehicle (RV) is an
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exciting  prospect.  However,  the  fun  can  quickly  sour  if  you
encounter  unforeseen  mechanical  problems  on  the  road.  A
thorough  pre-trip  walk-around  inspection  is  your  protection
against such mishaps . This comprehensive guide will equip you
with  the  knowledge  and  steps  to  perform  a  meticulous
inspection,  ensuring  your  journey  is  as  smooth  as  possible.

Section 1: Preparing for Your Inspection

Before  you  even  begin  your  physical  inspection,  collect  the
necessary supplies. This includes a torch for inspecting poorly-lit
areas, a checklist to help you stay methodical, and possibly some
basic  implements  like  screwdrivers  and  wrenches  for  minor
adjustments. Consider using a notepad to record your findings
and any essential repairs or maintenance. Importantly , take your
time – a rushed inspection is a missed opportunity for early issue
detection.
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Section 2: The Exterior Inspection – A Systematic Approach

Begin your inspection at the front of your RV. Thoroughly check
the tires, searching for any signs of wear , such as cuts . Check
the  tire  pressure  using  a  dependable  gauge,  ensuring  it
corresponds with the manufacturer's suggestions . Then , inspect
the wheels and wheel wells for any signs of loose parts.  Pay
attention  to  the  wheel  lug  nuts,  ensuring  they  are  securely
secured.

Move along the sides of your RV, checking the surface for any
dents  .  Look  for  any  markers  of  leaks,  particularly  around
windows, gaskets , and seams. Examine the awnings, ensuring
they are properly tucked away and not showing any markers of
damage. Inspect the exterior lights, including the brake lights,
running  lights  ,  and  turn  signals,  making  sure  they  function
correctly.
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Finally, move to the rear of your RV. Repeat the tire and wheel
inspection, and focus on the hitch and any attached equipment.
Verify the hitch is securely attached, and that any safety chains
are properly connected . Check your rearview lights and ensure
they are functioning.

Section  3:  The  Interior  Inspection  –  Comfort  and
Functionality

Once the exterior is inspected, go inside your RV and begin your
interior assessment. First , check all the crucial systems. Test the
water pump, ensuring water flows to the sinks and shower. Flush
the toilet and confirm its correct functioning. Test the climate
control and cooling systems, adjusting the temperature to ensure
proper operation.

Afterward, inspect the appliances. Check the refrigerator , oven ,
and microwave, confirming they are functioning correctly. Test
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the lights and power sockets , and ensure they are supplying
proper power. Examine the propane levels and confirm that the
propane system is sound and operating correctly.

Finally, perform a cursory review of your stowage , confirming
that any loose objects are properly secured to prevent damage
during transit.

Section 4: Practical Implementation and Benefits

The benefits of a pre-trip walk-around inspection are numerous
and  far-reaching.  It  dramatically  reduces  the  likelihood  of
roadside  failures.  It  also  allows  you  to  address  minor  faults
before they escalate into major, pricey repairs. Furthermore , a
thorough inspection enhances your overall  sense of security ,
allowing you to center on the joy of your journey rather than the
dread of mechanical failure.

Conclusion
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A comprehensive RV pre-trip walk-around inspection is an crucial
part  of  responsible  RV ownership.  By  following  this  detailed
guide and enacting a systematic approach, you can ensure a safe
and  enjoyable  trip.  Remember,  a  few minutes  of  preemptive
maintenance  can  prevent  you  from  hours,  or  even  days,  of
frustration on the road.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: How often should I perform a pre-trip inspection?

A1: Before every trip , regardless of distance .

Q2: What should I do if I find a significant problem during
the inspection?

A2: Promptly address the issue ,  either by making the repair
yourself  (if  you  have  the  expertise)  or  seeking  professional
assistance from an RV mechanic .
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Q3: Can I use a checklist?

A3: Absolutely! Using a checklist is strongly advised to ensure
you include any crucial steps . Many are available online.

Q4: Is this inspection process applicable to all  types of
RVs?

A4:  Yes,  the  fundamental  principles  apply  to  all  type  of  RV,
though  the  specific  components  and  systems  will  differ
depending  on  the  RV's  make,  design,  and  features.
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