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BMW 118d E87 Manual: A
Driver's Guide to the Ultimate
Hatchback
The BMW 118d E87, a rear-wheel-drive hatchback with a potent yet
economical diesel engine, remains a popular choice for enthusiasts
seeking a blend of performance and practicality. This article serves as
a comprehensive guide to the BMW 118d E87 manual, exploring its
features, benefits, potential drawbacks, and providing helpful tips for
owners and prospective buyers. We'll delve into topics like E87 118d
performance, BMW 118d E87 reliability, manual gearbox
maintenance, and common problems, providing you with a
complete picture of this iconic vehicle.

Understanding the BMW 118d E87 Manual
Transmission
The heart of the driving experience in the BMW 118d E87 lies in its
manual gearbox. Unlike its automatic counterparts, the manual
transmission offers a more engaging and rewarding drive. This
involves actively participating in the gear selection process, allowing
for greater control and a more direct connection to the car's
performance. The precise shifting action, characteristic of BMW,
contributes to a feeling of refined control and responsiveness.
Understanding the nuances of this manual gearbox is key to
maximizing the enjoyment and longevity of your 118d.

### E87 118d Performance and Handling

The 118d's 2.0-liter turbocharged diesel engine delivers impressive
torque, making it surprisingly quick off the line and capable of
effortless overtaking. The rear-wheel-drive setup further enhances the
driving dynamics, providing a more engaging and balanced handling
experience compared to front-wheel-drive competitors. This is
particularly noticeable on winding roads, where the car's agility shines.
However, the rear-wheel-drive characteristic also requires a slightly
more mindful approach, especially in adverse weather conditions.

### BMW 118d E87 Reliability and Maintenance

While generally reliable, like any car, the BMW 118d E87 requires
regular maintenance to ensure optimal performance and longevity.
Sticking to the manufacturer's recommended service schedule is
crucial. This includes regular oil changes, filter replacements, and
inspections of critical components. Proactive maintenance, including
attention to the manual gearbox maintenance, can help prevent
costly repairs down the line. Common issues to watch out for include
the dual-mass flywheel, which can be prone to failure in higher-
mileage vehicles, and the diesel particulate filter (DPF), which requires
careful monitoring and cleaning or replacement if necessary.
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Benefits of Choosing a BMW 118d E87
Manual
The BMW 118d E87 manual offers a compelling combination of
advantages:

Enhanced Driving Experience: The manual transmission
allows for greater driver control and engagement, making the
driving experience far more rewarding.
Fuel Efficiency: Diesel engines are generally known for their
fuel efficiency, and the 118d is no exception. Manual
transmission further contributes to better fuel economy
compared to an automatic.
Lower Purchase Price: Manual transmission models often
command a lower purchase price compared to their automatic
equivalents, representing a considerable saving.
Improved Reliability (Potentially): Some argue that manual
transmissions, being mechanically simpler than automatics, can
potentially offer greater long-term reliability.
Resale Value: While the market fluctuates, well-maintained
manual transmission BMWs often retain strong resale values due
to their desirability among enthusiasts.

Potential Drawbacks of the BMW 118d
E87 Manual
While the advantages are numerous, potential buyers should consider
some drawbacks:

Steeper Learning Curve: Mastering a manual transmission
takes practice, especially in stop-and-go traffic.
Higher Insurance Premiums: Performance-oriented vehicles,
such as the 118d, often attract higher insurance premiums.
Increased Wear and Tear (Potentially): Improper driving
habits, such as harsh shifting, can lead to increased wear and
tear on the clutch and gearbox.

Conclusion: Making the Right Choice
The BMW 118d E87 manual offers a compelling blend of performance,
efficiency, and driving enjoyment. Its rear-wheel-drive dynamics and
torquey diesel engine make for a unique and engaging driving
experience. However, prospective buyers should carefully weigh the
benefits against the potential drawbacks, considering their driving
experience and maintenance capabilities. Prioritizing regular
maintenance, following the manufacturer's recommendations, and
adopting good driving habits are crucial for maximizing the longevity
and performance of this remarkable hatchback.

FAQ: BMW 118d E87 Manual
Q1: What is the typical fuel economy of a BMW 118d E87
manual?

A1: Fuel economy varies depending on driving style and conditions.
However, you can expect figures ranging from 45 to 60 mpg (miles per
gallon) under combined driving conditions. Achieving the higher end of
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this range often requires a light right foot and efficient driving
techniques.

Q2: How often should I service my BMW 118d E87 manual
transmission?

A2: BMW recommends following the service schedule outlined in your
owner's manual. This generally involves transmission fluid changes at
specific intervals, often every 60,000-100,000 miles, depending on
usage. However, regular checks of the fluid level and condition are
recommended.

Q3: What are the common problems associated with the BMW
118d E87?

A3: Common issues can include the dual-mass flywheel, DPF (diesel
particulate filter), and various electrical components. Regular
maintenance and addressing issues promptly can help prevent more
significant problems.

Q4: Is the clutch difficult to operate in the BMW 118d E87
manual?

A4: The clutch feel is generally considered quite manageable, even for
drivers with limited experience with manual transmissions. However,
the bite point might take some getting used to.

Q5: How does the BMW 118d E87 manual handle in winter
conditions?

A5: The rear-wheel-drive setup can present challenges in snowy or icy
conditions. Winter tires are highly recommended, and drivers should
exercise caution and adapt their driving style accordingly.

Q6: What is the average lifespan of a BMW 118d E87 manual
transmission?

A6: With proper maintenance, a BMW 118d E87 manual transmission
can easily last for 200,000 miles or more. However, this depends
heavily on driving habits and the quality of maintenance.

Q7: Where can I find a BMW 118d E87 manual owner's manual?

A7: You can usually find a digital version of the owner's manual on the
BMW website, or you may be able to purchase a printed copy from a
BMW dealership or online retailers specializing in automotive manuals.

Q8: Are there any aftermarket modifications available for the
BMW 118d E87 manual?

A8: Yes, a variety of aftermarket modifications exist, ranging from
performance upgrades like remapping and exhaust systems to
cosmetic enhancements. However, always choose reputable suppliers
and ensure any modifications comply with relevant regulations.

The BMW 118d E87 Manual: A Driver's
Deep Dive
The BMW 118d E87, with its compact body and thrifty diesel engine,
represents a distinct offering within the BMW lineup. This article will
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investigate the intricacies of the E87 118d, focusing specifically on its
stick-shift transmission and the feel it provides. We'll uncover the
vehicle's inner workings, emphasize its strengths and weaknesses, and
provide insights for both potential buyers and existing owners.

The E87 generation, produced between 2004 and 2011, marked BMW's
introduction into the luxury compact hatchback market. The 118d
variant, powered by a responsive 2.0-liter four-cylinder diesel engine,
hit a balance between power and fuel efficiency. The choice of a
manual gearbox added to this appeal, giving drivers a more connected
and fulfilling driving journey.

One of the main features of the 118d's manual transmission is its
sharp gear selection. The precise throws and well-defined gate make
for quick and effortless gear changes, contributing to the sporty
driving characteristics of the car. This precision is significantly
noticeable when handling the car energetically. The texture of the
clutch is also important, offering a solid bond with the machinery and
offering precise feedback.

However, it's important to acknowledge that owning a manual
transmission car requires a certain level of proficiency. Learning the
technique of seamless clutch control, precise gear selection, and hill
starts is necessary for a pleasant driving ride. Those unfamiliar to
manual gearboxes may find the initial learning curve difficult, but the
advantages are well worth the effort.

The E87 118d manual also gains from a comparatively light steering
feel, enabling for agile handling. This, combined with the car's petite
dimensions, creates it particularly well-suited to city driving. The car's
firm suspension, while maybe not as pleasant as some competitors,
adds to to its overall handling.

But the E87 118d isn't devoid of its flaws. The interior, while useful,
can feel a bit old-fashioned by contemporary standards. Some owners
have also noted problems with trustworthiness, particularly concerning
certain parts of the powerplant and wiring systems. Regular servicing
is therefore crucial for ensuring the long-term wellbeing of the vehicle.

In summary, the BMW 118d E87 manual offers a unique combination of
economy, performance, and driving involvement. Its accurate manual
gearbox contributes significantly to the overall driving sensation,
making it a rewarding choice for drivers who cherish control and
interaction. While it could have some minor drawbacks, its benefits
firmly outweigh its weaknesses, particularly for those seeking a agile
and efficient compact car.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is the BMW 118d E87 manual difficult to drive?

A1: The learning curve for a manual transmission varies by driver
experience. While it initially requires practice mastering clutch control
and gear changes, the precision of the 118d's gearbox makes the
process smoother than in some other vehicles.

Q2: What is the fuel economy like?

A2: The 118d boasts excellent fuel economy, significantly better than
its petrol counterparts, making it a cost-effective choice for daily
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driving. Exact figures differ on driving manner and circumstances.

Q3: Are there common maintenance issues to watch out for?

A3: As with any older vehicle, regular maintenance is key. Some
potential areas to monitor include the dual-mass flywheel, the diesel
particulate filter (DPF), and the electrical system. Referring to a service
guide and choosing a reputable mechanic is recommended.

Q4: How does the 118d compare to other compact hatchbacks?

A4: The 118d occupies a unique space, offering a balance between
sporty handling, fuel efficiency, and the engaging driving experience of
a manual gearbox, often not found in similarly sized competitors.
However, cost and supply should be considered in comparisons.
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