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The RICS Code of Measuring
Practice 6th Edition: A

Comprehensive Definition and
Guide

The construction industry relies heavily on accurate and consistent
measurement practices. This is where the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors (RICS) Code of Measuring Practice, specifically its 6th edition, plays
a crucial role. This comprehensive guide delves into the definition of the RICS
Code of Measuring Practice 6th edition, exploring its benefits, practical
application, and key features. Understanding this code is vital for professionals
involved in quantity surveying, construction cost management, and project
management across various sectors, including residential, commercial, and
infrastructure development. We’ll cover key aspects such as measurement
methodology, bill of quantities (BOQ) preparation, and addressing
common measurement errors.

Introduction to the RICS Code of Measuring
Practice 6th Edition

The RICS Code of Measuring Practice 6th edition provides a standardized
framework for measuring building works and related services. It serves as an
essential reference for professionals involved in the cost planning and control
of construction projects. The code aims to ensure clarity, consistency, and
accuracy in measuring quantities, thereby minimizing disputes and promoting
efficient project management. This standardized approach contributes
significantly to reducing the potential for cost overruns and project delays.
The definition of the RICS Code is essentially a detailed set of rules and
guidelines, outlining the accepted methods for accurately quantifying the
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materials and labor involved in construction projects, irrespective of the
chosen method of measurement.

Key Benefits of Utilizing the RICS Code

Adopting the RICS Code of Measuring Practice 6th edition offers several
significant advantages:

e Standardization: The code establishes a common language and
methodology for measurement, enhancing communication and
collaboration among project stakeholders. This minimizes ambiguity and
reduces the likelihood of misunderstandings.

e Accuracy: The detailed guidelines help ensure accurate quantification
of materials and labor, leading to more reliable cost estimates and
improved budget control.

e Transparency: The standardized approach promotes transparency in
the measurement process, facilitating easier review and audit trails. This
aids in conflict resolution and increases confidence in the project’s
financial aspects.

e Efficiency: By streamlining the measurement process, the code
contributes to improved efficiency in cost planning and project delivery.
This can translate to significant time and cost savings.

e Dispute Resolution: The clear guidelines offered by the code
significantly reduce the potential for disputes related to measurement
inaccuracies. If disagreements arise, the code provides a solid reference
point for arbitration or legal proceedings.

e International Recognition: The RICS is a globally recognized
professional body, lending credibility and international acceptance to
projects using the code.

Practical Application and Usage of the RICS
Code

The RICS Code is not merely a theoretical framework; it's a practical tool used
throughout the project lifecycle. Its application begins during the initial stages
of design and cost planning and extends through to project completion and
final account settlement.

e Preparing Bills of Quantities (BOQs): The code provides the
foundation for accurately preparing detailed BOQs, crucial for bidding
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and tendering processes. The clear guidelines ensure that all aspects of
the works are accounted for, resulting in fairer and more accurate cost
estimations.

e Measurement Techniques: The code details various measurement
techniques appropriate for different types of construction works. It
covers measurements for excavation, concrete works, brickwork,
roofing, and many other aspects of building construction. This ensures
consistency in applying measurement methods across diverse project
types.

e Dealing with Variations: The code provides guidance on how to
measure and value variations to the original scope of works, a common
occurrence in construction projects. This helps manage and control
additional costs effectively.

e Software Integration: Many construction management software
packages incorporate the principles of the RICS Code, further
streamlining the measurement and costing processes.

Addressing Common Measurement Errors and
Challenges

Despite the benefits, challenges and potential errors can still occur during the
measurement process. Understanding and addressing these potential issues is
crucial for maintaining the integrity and value of the RICS Code. Common
challenges include:

e Interpreting Drawings: Misinterpretations of architectural and
engineering drawings can lead to measurement errors. Careful review
and clarification are essential.

e Incomplete Information: Incomplete or ambiguous specifications can
create uncertainty in measurement. Close collaboration between
designers, contractors, and quantity surveyors is crucial.

e Complex Geometries: Measuring complex shapes and structures
requires specialized techniques and expertise, and meticulous attention
to detail is required.

e Changes in Design: Design changes during the construction process
can necessitate adjustments to measurements and cost estimations.
Effective change management processes are vital.

e Inconsistent Units: Maintaining consistent units of measurement is
paramount. Failure to do so will lead to serious inaccuracies.
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Conclusion: The Importance of Accurate
Measurement

The RICS Code of Measuring Practice 6th edition remains a cornerstone of
accurate and reliable cost planning and control within the construction
industry. By standardizing measurement practices, the code promotes
efficiency, transparency, and minimizes disputes. Adhering to the code's
guidelines ensures that projects are accurately costed, allowing for better
decision-making throughout the construction lifecycle. Ultimately,
understanding and applying the RICS Code is vital for successful project
delivery and the responsible management of construction costs.

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions about the
RICS Code of Measuring Practice 6th Edition

Q1: Is the RICS Code of Measuring Practice 6th Edition mandatory?

Al: While not legally mandatory in all jurisdictions, the RICS Code is widely
adopted as best practice within the construction industry. Many contracts
explicitly refer to the code, making adherence essential for compliance. Its
widespread use significantly improves the likelihood of a successful and
dispute-free project.

Q2: How does the 6th edition differ from previous editions?

A2: The 6th edition incorporates updated methodologies, reflecting
advancements in technology and construction practices. Specific changes
might include clarified guidance on specific measurement techniques,
improved clarity on dealing with complex geometries, and updated
terminology to reflect current industry standards. Refer to the official RICS
documentation for a detailed comparison.

Q3: What types of projects does the RICS Code apply to?

A3: The RICS Code is applicable to a broad range of construction projects,
including residential, commercial, infrastructure, and industrial builds. Its
principles are equally relevant to refurbishment, extension, and new-build
projects.

Q4: Can I use the RICS Code without professional training?
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A4: While the code is written to be accessible, a thorough understanding
requires knowledge of construction practices and quantity surveying
principles. Professional training in quantity surveying or a related field is
highly recommended for proper and effective implementation.

Q5: What happens if measurement errors are discovered after the
project is completed?

A5: Discovering measurement errors after completion can lead to disputes and
financial ramifications. This underscores the importance of meticulous
measurement during the project. Depending on the contract and the nature of
the error, adjustments may be negotiated or legal action may be necessary.

QG6: Are there any resources available to help me learn more about the
RICS Code?

A6: Yes, the RICS website provides detailed information, including the full text
of the Code, guidance notes, and training resources. Numerous training
providers also offer courses specifically focused on the RICS Code of
Measuring Practice.

Q7: How often is the RICS Code updated?

A7: The RICS regularly reviews and updates its Codes of Practice to reflect
industry changes and best practices. Check the RICS website for the latest
version and any updates.

Q8: What is the role of a quantity surveyor in relation to the RICS
Code?

A8: Quantity surveyors (QS) are key professionals responsible for applying the
RICS Code. They are responsible for accurate measurement, preparing BOQs,
and managing the cost aspects of construction projects. Their expertise
ensures compliance and minimizes the risks associated with measurement
errors.

Decoding the RICS Code of Measuring Practice
6th Edition: A Comprehensive Guide

The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors Code of Measuring Practice
(CMP) 6th release is the leading guide for measuring construction work in the
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UK and globally . This comprehensive document outlines the principles for
precise measurement and recording of infrastructure projects . Understanding
its nuances is vital for anyone involved in the development field, from planners
to builders and clients .

This article will delve into the key aspects of the RICS CMP 6th version ,
giving a lucid and helpful interpretation of its stipulations . We will reveal its
significance in securing equitable pricing , preventing disputes , and
promoting transparency within the development process.

Key Principles and Changes in the 6th Edition:

The RICS CMP 6th edition builds upon the base of its predecessors , while
integrating several important updates . These changes reflect the changing
nature of the construction field and resolve emerging challenges . Some of the
principal aspects to consider encompass :

e Enhanced Clarity and Structure: The current edition features a more
streamlined structure, rendering it more straightforward to understand .
Clarifications are more precise , lessening vagueness.

e Emphasis on Digital Measurement: With the increasing use of
computerized technologies in development, the 6th edition emphasizes
greater focus on precise digital measurement techniques and their
inclusion into the measurement process. This includes the use of
Building Information Modelling (BIM) and sundry computerized tools .

e Greater Transparency and Accountability: The amended rules
encourage greater transparency and accountability throughout the
quantification process . This assists to minimize the possibility for
inaccuracies and disagreements .

e Focus on Sustainability: Recognizing the increasing relevance of
environmental responsibility in the development industry , the 6th
version includes guidance on quantifying the environmental impact of
building works .

Practical Applications and Implementation Strategies:

The RICS CMP 6th edition is not merely a conceptual manual ; it's a useful
resource for daily use. Its implementation is essential across all steps of a
development undertaking . Here are some practical implementations:
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¢ Pre-Construction Phase: The guidelines can guide the development of
accurate measurements for proposal purposes .

e Construction Phase: The CMP gives a system for overseeing
advancement , managing variations , and ensuring that work is exactly
measured and recorded .

¢ Post-Construction Phase: The CMP supports in the accurate
determination of ultimate bills , reducing the likelihood for conflicts and
ensuring fair payment .

Conclusion:

The RICS Code of Measuring Practice 6th edition is an essential resource for
all involved in the development field. Its revised guidelines embody the
dynamic demands of the sector , fostering greater precision , transparency ,
and accountability . By understanding and applying its guidelines,
professionals can help to improved effective and successful construction works

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is the RICS CMP 6th edition mandatory? A: While not legally
mandated in all instances, adherence to the RICS CMP is commonly accepted
as optimum methodology within the field and is often specified in agreements .

2. Q: How does the 6th edition address BIM? A: The 6th version gives
recommendations on the incorporation of BIM data into the measurement
process , highlighting the significance of precise digital assessment methods .

3. Q: Where can I get a copy of the RICS CMP 6th edition? A: The RICS
CMP 6th release is obtainable for purchase instantly from the Royal Institution
of Chartered Surveyors digital portal.

4. Q: What happens if discrepancies arise during measurement? A: The
RICS CMP provides a system for settling discrepancies. Clear conversation,
documentation , and professional judgment are crucial in addressing such
issues .
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