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The International 574
Tractor: A
Comprehensive
Owner's Manual Guide
The International Harvester 574 is a legendary
workhorse, renowned for its reliability and power.
This article serves as a comprehensive guide, acting
essentially as a virtual 574 International tractor
manual, covering key aspects of operation,
maintenance, and troubleshooting. Whether you're a
seasoned farmer or a new owner, understanding
your 574's intricacies will ensure years of productive
service. We will explore various aspects, including
International 574 tractor parts, 574
International tractor maintenance, and common
issues to help you become a proficient operator.

Understanding Your
International 574 Tractor: A
Closer Look
The International 574, produced from the mid-1970s
to the early 1980s, represents a significant chapter
in agricultural machinery history. Its robust build,
powerful engine, and versatile design made it a
popular choice for a wide range of farming
operations. This section lays the groundwork for a
deeper understanding of this iconic tractor's
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capabilities.

### Key Features and Specifications

The 574 boasted a powerful diesel engine, typically
offering around 74 horsepower. This power,
combined with its three-point hitch system, allowed
for efficient operation of a variety of implements,
from plows and cultivators to loaders and balers. Its
sturdy construction and durable components
ensured longevity, contributing to its enduring
popularity. Finding readily available International
574 tractor parts is relatively easy, thanks to the
machine's widespread use and the continued
availability of aftermarket parts.

### Engine and Transmission: The Heart of the
Machine

The 574's engine is its powerhouse. Regular
maintenance, as detailed in your official 574
International tractor manual, is crucial for
optimal performance. This includes regular oil
changes, filter replacements, and careful monitoring
of fluid levels. The transmission, often a
synchronized manual gearbox, needs proper
lubrication and careful shifting to prevent damage.
Understanding the gear ratios and their applications
is essential for efficient operation in various terrains
and with different implements. Learning to properly
use the clutch is critical for smooth transitions
between gears and avoiding undue wear on the
transmission.

574 International Tractor
Maintenance: A Proactive
Approach
Preventative maintenance is paramount in extending
the life of your 574. This involves a regular schedule
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of inspections and servicing, significantly reducing
the risk of costly repairs down the line.

### Routine Checks and Procedures

A daily pre-operational inspection should include
checking fluid levels (engine oil, transmission oil,
coolant), tire pressure, and visually inspecting for
any leaks or damage. Regular cleaning of the tractor
and its components prevents the accumulation of
dirt and debris, which can lead to premature wear
and tear. Refer to your 574 International tractor
manual for specific intervals for fluid changes and
other maintenance tasks.

### Addressing Common Problems

Even with diligent maintenance, problems can arise.
Understanding common issues and their solutions
will empower you to address them efficiently. For
example, a lack of power might indicate issues with
fuel delivery, while unusual noises could point to
problems in the transmission or engine. Always
consult your 574 International tractor manual or
a qualified mechanic for diagnosis and repair.

Operating the 574: Safety and
Efficiency
Safe and efficient operation of your International 574
requires understanding the controls and following
established safety procedures.

### Understanding the Controls and Instruments

Familiarize yourself with all the controls, including
the steering wheel, gear shift lever, clutch pedal,
throttle, hydraulic controls, and PTO engagement
lever. Understanding the instrument panel gauges,
including the engine speed, fuel level, temperature,
and pressure gauges, is crucial for monitoring the
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tractor's performance and preventing potential
problems.

### Implementing Safe Operating Practices

Always wear appropriate safety gear, including eye
protection, hearing protection, and sturdy footwear.
Before operating the tractor, ensure that all safety
mechanisms are engaged and functioning correctly.
Be aware of your surroundings, particularly when
working near obstacles or other people. Never
operate the tractor under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

International 574 Tractor Parts
and Upgrades
Keeping your 574 running smoothly depends heavily
on readily available and reliable parts.

### Sourcing Parts and Components

Many parts for the 574 are still available through
various sources, including online retailers,
agricultural equipment suppliers, and salvage yards.
However, some parts may require sourcing from
specialist suppliers. When purchasing parts, always
ensure they are genuine or from reputable
aftermarket suppliers to maintain the integrity and
performance of your tractor.

### Potential Upgrades and Modifications

While the 574 is a robust machine, some upgrades
can improve its performance and longevity. These
might include engine modifications, improved
hydraulic systems, or enhanced safety features.
However, any modification should be undertaken by
a qualified mechanic and should comply with all
relevant safety standards.
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Conclusion
The International 574 tractor remains a testament to
robust engineering and reliable performance. By
understanding its intricacies, following a proactive
maintenance schedule, and employing safe
operating practices, you can ensure years of
productive and trouble-free operation. This guide
serves as a valuable resource, providing a
comprehensive overview of this iconic machine,
complementing the information found in your official
574 International tractor manual.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a complete 574
International tractor manual?

A1: Original manuals can sometimes be found
through online marketplaces like eBay or specialized
agricultural equipment parts websites. You might
also find digitized versions online, but verify their
authenticity before relying on them for maintenance
or repairs. Always prioritize a genuine manual if
possible.

Q2: How often should I change the oil in my
574 International tractor?

A2: The recommended oil change interval will be
specified in your owner's manual. However, a good
general rule is to change the oil every 50-100 hours
of operation, or more frequently under heavy-duty
conditions. Always use the correct type and grade of
oil recommended by the manufacturer.

Q3: What are the common causes of
overheating in a 574 International tractor?

A3: Overheating can result from several factors,
including low coolant levels, a malfunctioning
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thermostat, a clogged radiator, or a faulty water
pump. Regularly check coolant levels and ensure the
cooling system is clean and free of obstructions.

Q4: How do I engage the PTO on my 574
International tractor?

A4: The PTO engagement procedure is detailed in
your owner's manual, but generally involves a lever
or switch specifically designed for PTO operation.
Always ensure the PTO is engaged only when
necessary and with the appropriate implement
attached.

Q5: What are the signs of a failing clutch in a
574 International tractor?

A5: Signs of a failing clutch can include slipping (the
engine revs without a corresponding increase in
speed), difficulty shifting gears, or a burning smell. If
you notice these symptoms, address the problem
promptly to avoid further damage.

Q6: How can I troubleshoot starting problems
with my 574 International tractor?

A6: Starting problems can stem from issues such as
a low battery, a faulty starter motor, fuel delivery
problems (blocked fuel filter, air in the fuel lines), or
electrical faults. Systematically check each
component to pinpoint the cause.

Q7: Where can I find International 574 tractor
parts?

A7: Many online retailers specialize in agricultural
equipment parts. You can also check with local
agricultural equipment dealerships or salvage yards
specializing in older tractors.

Q8: Are there any known common issues with
the International 574 that I should be aware
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of?

A8: While generally robust, some common issues
reported include problems with the hydraulic
system, electrical issues, and wear and tear on the
transmission over time. Regular maintenance and
preventative checks can mitigate many of these
potential issues.

Mastering the Mighty 574:
Your Guide to International
Tractor Operation and
Maintenance
The International Harvester 574 tractor, a stallion of
the agricultural field, remains a popular option for
farmers and ranchers worldwide. Its dependability,
power, and adaptability have cemented its legacy as
a classic machine. This comprehensive manual will
equip you with the knowledge needed to
successfully operate and maintain your 574,
ensuring years of smooth service.

Understanding the 574's Anatomy and
Systems:

Before you mount into the cabin, it's crucial to
acquaint yourself with the 574's key components.
The transmission consists of a strong diesel engine,
typically a six-cylinder powerhouse, coupled with a
flexible transmission system. This system allows for
a spectrum of speeds and power outputs, optimizing
performance for diverse jobs. Understanding the
speed ratios is vital for optimal fuel usage and
preventing undue pressure on the engine.

The hydraulic system is another critical aspect. The
574 utilizes hydraulics for lifting implements like
cultivators, and for driving other implements.
Regular examinations of the hydraulic fluid level and
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state are essential to prevent malfunctions. Leaks
should be addressed immediately to avoid injury to
the system.

The braking apparatus of the 574 is usually a
combination of hydraulic brakes and a power-
boosted system that makes it easy to stop this
substantial machine. Regular inspection of the brake
pads, linings and fluid levels is critical for secure
operation.

Operating Procedures:

Starting the 574 involves a straightforward process.
Verify the fuel supply is adequate, and engage the
start system. Once the engine is running, watch the
gauges to check engine temperature, oil pressure
and power levels.

Operating the transmission requires skill. It's
advisable to start with slower gears and gradually
increase speed as needed. Always be aware of the
surface and adjust your speed correspondingly.
Remember to engage the differential lock when
operating on slippery conditions to enhance
adhesion.

Connecting implements requires understanding the
hydraulic hitch system. Accurate connection is vital
for safe and efficient operation. Consult the
instruction manual for precise instructions related to
your particular implement.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting:

Regular maintenance is essential to the 574's
longevity. This includes routine checks of all liquids
(engine oil, hydraulic fluid, coolant, transmission
fluid), strainers, and belts. Cleaning the air cleaner
and ensuring it is correctly installed is crucial. Also,
regular examinations of the engine, transmission,
and all other major components should also be
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conducted.

Addressing insignificant issues before they worsen
into major problems is a key aspect of effective
maintenance. For instance, timely identification and
amendment of spills in the hydraulic system or any
other aspect can prevent larger, more costly repairs.

Safety First:

Operating the 574 involves inherent risks. Always
employ appropriate safety equipment, including
safety glasses, gloves, and sturdy footwear. Before
you begin any work, thoroughly examine the tractor
and all attached accessories. Never use the tractor
near youngsters, animals, or unprotected personnel.
Be cognizant of your environment and always
maintain a safe distance from items.

Conclusion:

The International 574 tractor represents a significant
investment, and proper operation and maintenance
are vital to maximizing its potential. This handbook
aims to provide a comprehensive acquaintance of
the 574's parts, methods for operation, and
suggestions for routine maintenance. By following
these instructions, you can ensure your 574 provides
years of consistent and efficient service.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What type of oil should I use in my 574?
Refer to your owner's manual for the specific oil type
and viscosity recommended by the manufacturer.
Using the wrong oil can harm the engine.

2. How often should I change the hydraulic
fluid? The frequency depends on usage but
generally, it should be changed every three years or
1000 hours, whichever comes first.
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3. What should I do if my 574 won't start? First,
check the battery, fuel level, and starter motor. If
none of these are obvious problems, it's best to
consult a qualified repair technician.

4. Where can I find parts for my 574? Many
suppliers still carry parts for the 574, or you may be
able to locate them online through niche agricultural
equipment parts vendors.

5. How do I find a qualified mechanic for my
574? Search online for agricultural equipment repair
services in your area or consult your local farm
supply store for recommendations.
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