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The Mexican Revolution and the
Catholic Church (1910-1929): A
Tumultuous Relationship
The Mexican Revolution (1910-1920), a period of intense social
and political upheaval, profoundly impacted the relationship
between the Mexican state and the Catholic Church. This complex
interplay, characterized by conflict, compromise, and
ultimately, lasting change, significantly shaped the religious
and political landscape of Mexico. Understanding this dynamic
requires examining the intertwined narratives of revolutionary
ideology, Church property, and the Cristero War, all pivotal
aspects of the Mexican Revolution and the Catholic Church. This
article delves into this turbulent period, exploring the key
factors that defined the relationship between these two
powerful forces.

The Church Before the Revolution: Power
and Privilege
Before the revolution, the Catholic Church held considerable
power and influence in Mexico. For centuries, it had amassed
vast landholdings, enjoyed significant economic control, and
wielded considerable political sway. This privileged position
stemmed from a close relationship with the Porfiriato regime,
the long dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz. Díaz, while secular in
his own beliefs, strategically maintained a close alliance with
the Church, utilizing its influence to maintain social order
and political stability. This symbiotic relationship, however,
was about to undergo a drastic transformation.
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The Church's immense wealth, however, became a focal point of
resentment among the burgeoning revolutionary movement. Many
revolutionaries viewed the Church's wealth as a symbol of
inequality and injustice, highlighting the stark contrast
between the Church's opulent holdings and the poverty
experienced by a vast majority of the Mexican population. This
resentment fueled calls for land reform and a reduction in the
Church's political influence, key elements of the broader
anticlerical sentiment prevalent during this era. The concept
of church-state separation was also gaining traction amongst
reformers.

The Revolution and Anticlericalism: A
Clash of Ideologies
The outbreak of the Mexican Revolution in 1910 brought
anticlerical sentiment to the forefront. Many revolutionary
leaders, influenced by liberal and socialist ideals, advocated
for the separation of church and state. They saw the Church as
a reactionary force, an obstacle to progress and social
justice. The revolutionaries' aims, often intertwined with land
redistribution and the empowerment of the peasantry, directly
threatened the Church's economic and political dominance.

This anticlericalism, deeply rooted in a desire for societal
reform, manifested itself in several ways. Revolutionary
governments confiscated Church properties, aiming to
redistribute land to the peasantry. This policy aimed to
address land inequality, a primary driver of the revolution,
and simultaneously weaken the Church's economic clout.
Religious orders were suppressed, and restrictions were placed
on religious practices. This led to widespread unrest and
resistance from devout Catholics who fiercely defended their
faith.

The Cristero War: A Violent Confrontation
The escalating conflict between the revolutionary government
and the Church culminated in the Cristero War (1926-1929). This
bloody conflict pitted the Mexican state against Catholic



Mexican Revolution And The Catholic Church 1910 29

3

groups who rose up in armed rebellion to defend their religious
freedom and against government policies they deemed oppressive.
The Cristeros, fiercely devout Catholics, resisted the
anticlerical measures implemented by the revolutionary
government. The war became a symbol of faith versus state,
traditional values versus revolutionary ideals, and
dramatically escalated the conflict between the Church and the
government.

The Cristero rebellion became a defining moment in the
relationship between the Mexican Revolution and the Catholic
Church. It highlighted the deep religious convictions of a
significant portion of the Mexican population and the
willingness to fight for their religious beliefs. While the war
eventually ended with a negotiated peace, its legacy continued
to influence the political and religious landscape of Mexico.
The government made significant concessions; however, some
anticlerical laws remained in effect.

The Aftermath and Lasting Impact
The period from 1910 to 1929 left an indelible mark on the
relationship between the Mexican state and the Catholic Church.
The Revolution irrevocably altered the Church's position in
Mexican society. While the Church did not lose its influence
entirely, its power and wealth were significantly diminished.
The Church adapted to the new realities, carefully navigating
the complexities of a secularized state while retaining its
considerable spiritual influence over the Mexican population.
The legacy of the Mexican Revolution and its anticlerical
policies continued to shape the political and social dynamics
of Mexico for decades to come, influencing debates about the
role of religion in public life.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: What were the main causes of the conflict between the
Mexican Revolution and the Catholic Church?

A1: The conflict stemmed from multiple factors, including the
Church's vast landholdings, its political influence, and the
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revolutionary government's commitment to land reform and the
separation of church and state. Many revolutionaries saw the
Church's wealth as unjust and a symbol of inequality, fueling
anticlerical sentiment.

Q2: What were the key events of the Cristero War?

A2: The Cristero War was a violent conflict between the Mexican
government and Catholic rebels who resisted anticlerical laws.
Key events included armed uprisings, government crackdowns, and
numerous battles across the Mexican countryside. The war ended
in a negotiated peace, but it left a legacy of deep scars and
resentment.

Q3: How did the Mexican Revolution change the role of the
Catholic Church in Mexico?

A3: The Revolution dramatically reduced the Church's economic
and political power. Its vast landholdings were confiscated,
its political influence diminished, and its relationship with
the state transformed. The Church's role became significantly
more limited in the public sphere.

Q4: What is the significance of anticlericalism in the Mexican
Revolution?

A4: Anticlericalism was a significant ideological current
within the revolutionary movement. It represented a desire to
separate religion from the state, redistribute wealth, and
reform societal structures perceived as unjust. This sentiment
significantly influenced the revolutionary government's
policies towards the Church.

Q5: What were the long-term consequences of the conflict
between the Church and the revolutionary government?

A5: The conflict resulted in lasting changes to the
relationship between church and state in Mexico. The Church’s
power was reduced, influencing the political landscape of the
country for decades. The war created lasting societal divisions
that continued to shape Mexican identity.
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Q6: Did the Catholic Church completely lose its influence after
the Revolution?

A6: No. Despite significant setbacks, the Catholic Church
maintained considerable spiritual influence among the Mexican
population. It adapted to the new context, maintaining its
presence albeit with reduced economic and political power.

Q7: How did the Cristero War contribute to shaping modern
Mexico?

A7: The Cristero War solidified the separation of Church and
State, though it was a messy and violent process. It also
underscored the importance of religious freedom as a
fundamental right in the development of modern Mexican identity
and political systems.

Q8: What lessons can be learned from the tumultuous
relationship between the Mexican Revolution and the Catholic
Church?

A8: The period highlights the complex interplay between
religious faith, political ideology, and social change. It
underscores the potential for conflict when powerful
institutions clash and demonstrates the importance of
navigating societal transformations with sensitivity and
respect for diverse perspectives. The Mexican experience
provides valuable insights into managing religious diversity in
a democratic society and highlights the importance of balancing
the rights of religious communities with the principles of
state neutrality.

The Mexican Revolution and the Catholic
Church: 1910-1929: A Tumultuous Interplay
The era between 1910 and 1929 witnessed a profound and complex
relationship between the Mexican Revolution and the Catholic
Church. This wasn't a uncomplicated struggle; it was a changing
tapestry of concord and confrontation, unions and betrayals,
shaped by powerful political, economic, and social influences.
Understanding this intricate relationship is crucial to
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grasping the entire scope of the Mexican Revolution's
aftermath.

The initial stages of the revolution saw a variety of answers
from the Church. Some priests actively backed the insurrection
against autocrat Porfirio Díaz, anticipating that a shift in
regime would bring about improvements in the lives of the
population. Others, however, stayed devoted to Díaz, viewing
him as a guarantor of stability and the existing social
hierarchy. This split within the Church showed the broader
fractures within Mexican society itself.

However, the insurgent era quickly revealed its own set of
difficulties for the Church. The principles of many insurgent
personalities, particularly those associated with the more
radical factions, were deeply secular. They regarded the Church
as a emblem of the oppressive former order, a protector of the
upper class and a obstacle to social development. This
perspective fuelled violent attacks on churches, assassinations
of priests, and the appropriation of Church property.

The highly disreputable example of this conflict was the
Cristero War (1926-1929), a bloody uprising triggered by the
atheistic policies of the government under President Plutarco
Elías Calles. Calles's legislation, which aimed to restrict the
Church's power, incited a fierce response from followers across
the country. The Cristeros, rebel Catholics, fought fiercely
against the government, resulting in numerous of deaths on both
parties. This violent conflict underscored the depth of the
rift and the severity of the sentiments involved.

The outcome of the Cristero War was a intricate issue. While
the authorities ultimately triumphed, the war obliged them to
reconsider some of their most radical secular measures. A
arranged settlement led to a period of moderate peace, although
the strains between the Church and the state persisted for many
years to come.

The relationship between the Mexican Revolution and the
Catholic Church serves as a forceful example of the complicated
interplay between belief and politics. It demonstrates how
ideological disputes can increase into savage clashes, but also
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how negotiation and concession can eventually result to a
conclusion. This past time offers valuable lessons for
comprehending similar conflicts in other parts of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What were the main causes of the conflict between the
Mexican Revolutionaries and the Catholic Church?

A1: The conflict stemmed from a complex interplay of elements.
Revolutionary leaders often viewed the Church as a symbol of
the previous regime and its disparities. Furthermore, atheistic
ideologies gained popularity among some revolutionary factions,
causing in attacks against the Church and its property.

Q2: What was the Cristero War?

A2: The Cristero War (1926-1929) was a bloody uprising
initiated by believers in reaction to the anticlerical laws
implemented by the Mexican government under President Plutarco
Elías Calles. The war caused in numerous of fatalities and
underscored the deep-seated faith-based and political tensions
within Mexico.

Q3: What was the long-term influence of this battle on Mexico?

A3: The struggle left a lasting mark on Mexican society and
politics. It reinforced the separation between Church and
state, although the relationship remains intricate to this day.
The war also helped to shape Mexican national identity and
persists to be a theme of research and debate.

Q4: What lessons can be learned from this historical period?

A4: The relationship between the Mexican Revolution and the
Catholic Church provides a illustration of the intricate ways
in which belief and politics can intersect. It underscores the
significance of communication, understanding, and concession in
handling challenging religious and political issues.
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