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Revitalizing Your Gould NiCd
Battery: A Comprehensive Guide to
NiCd Fix and Restoration
Nickel-cadmium (NiCd) batteries, once ubiquitous, are making a
comeback in certain niche applications. If you own an older Gould NiCd
battery, you might be facing the frustrating issue of decreased
performance or complete failure. This comprehensive guide explores how
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to revitalize your Gould NiCd battery, focusing on practical methods
for NiCd fix and restoration, extending their lifespan, and improving
their performance. We'll cover everything from understanding the
battery's chemistry to performing a safe and effective revitalization
process.

Understanding NiCd Battery Degradation and the
Need for a NiCd Fix
NiCd batteries suffer from a phenomenon known as the "memory effect,"
where repeated partial discharges lead to a reduction in their overall
capacity. Over time, this, coupled with normal aging and chemical
degradation, significantly diminishes their ability to hold a charge.
This is especially true for older batteries like those manufactured by
Gould, a company known for its high-quality industrial NiCd batteries.
A Gould NiCd battery showing signs of weakness might only deliver a
fraction of its original power. This is where a revitalization



How To Revitalize Gould Nicad Battery Nicd Fix

How To Revitalize Gould Nicad Battery Nicd Fix
3

process, often considered a form of NiCd fix, becomes crucial. Common
symptoms indicating the need for a NiCd fix include:

Reduced run-time: Your device powered by the Gould NiCd battery
runs for significantly shorter periods than it used to.
Slow charging: The battery takes much longer to charge than it
did initially.
Rapid discharge: The battery loses its charge very quickly even
after a full charge.
Overheating: The battery feels unusually warm during charging or
use. This is a sign of internal damage and should be treated with
caution.

Revitalizing Your Gould NiCd Battery: A Step-
by-Step Guide
Revitalizing a NiCd battery involves a process of deep discharge and
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recharge cycles aimed at breaking the memory effect and restoring some
of its original capacity. However, it's crucial to prioritize safety.
Always work in a well-ventilated area and avoid any contact with the
battery's electrolyte. Improper handling can lead to electrolyte
leakage or even fire. This NiCd fix process is best attempted on
batteries that are still holding some charge; completely dead
batteries may be beyond repair.

Step 1: Deep Discharge: Completely discharge the Gould NiCd battery by
using it in the intended device until it completely stops working.
This ensures that all cells are fully depleted.

Step 2: Rest and Preparation: Let the battery rest for at least 12
hours after the deep discharge. This allows the internal chemistry to
stabilize.

Step 3: Controlled Charging: Use a suitable NiCd charger (not a fast
charger) to charge the battery at a low current rate. The charging
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current should be around 1/10th of the battery's capacity (mAh). For
example, for a 1000mAh battery, use a 100mA charger. This slow charge
is crucial to avoid damaging the cells during the revitalization
process.

Step 4: Deep Discharge and Recharge Cycles: Repeat steps 1-3 for 3-5
cycles. This process breaks the memory effect and allows the battery
to regain some of its lost capacity. Monitor the battery temperature
during charging; excessive heat is a warning sign of potential
problems.

Step 5: Capacity Testing (Optional): After the revitalization cycles,
you can test the battery's capacity using a dedicated battery capacity
tester. This provides a quantitative assessment of the success of the
NiCd fix.
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Benefits of NiCd Battery Revitalization and
Potential Limitations
The primary benefit of revitalizing your Gould NiCd battery is
extending its lifespan and potentially restoring a significant portion
of its lost capacity. This translates to cost savings by avoiding
premature battery replacement and reduced environmental impact.
Moreover, it can breathe new life into older devices and tools that
rely on these batteries.

However, it's essential to acknowledge the limitations. Revitalization
isn't a guaranteed fix. The success of the NiCd fix depends heavily on
the battery's condition and the extent of its degradation. Severely
damaged or very old batteries may not respond well to this treatment.
Additionally, even after a successful revitalization, the battery's
capacity will likely remain lower than its original rating.
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Safety Precautions and Considerations for NiCd
Battery Repair
Working with NiCd batteries requires caution. Here are critical safety
considerations for any NiCd fix attempt:

Ventilation: Always work in a well-ventilated area to avoid
inhaling any fumes released during charging or discharging.
Protective Gear: Consider wearing protective gloves and eye
protection.
Correct Charger: Use a charger specifically designed for NiCd
batteries and follow its instructions carefully.
Proper Disposal: If the battery is beyond repair, dispose of it
responsibly according to local regulations. Never throw NiCd
batteries in the trash.
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Conclusion: Giving Your Gould NiCd Battery a
New Lease on Life
Revitalizing a Gould NiCd battery is a viable option for extending its
usable lifespan and avoiding unnecessary waste. While it's not a
miracle cure, the deep discharge and recharge cycles described above
offer a practical and cost-effective method for improving battery
performance. Remember that safety is paramount; always follow the
recommended precautions and consider the limitations of this technique
before attempting a NiCd fix.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Can I revitalize any NiCd battery using this method?

A1: While this method works best for batteries exhibiting memory
effects, severely damaged or very old batteries may not respond. The
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success rate depends heavily on the extent of the degradation.

Q2: What type of charger should I use for revitalizing a NiCd battery?

A2: Use a charger specifically designed for NiCd batteries and capable
of a low-current charging rate. Avoid fast chargers, which can damage
the cells. The ideal charging current is usually around 1/10th of the
battery's capacity (mAh).

Q3: How long does the revitalization process typically take?

A3: The entire process, including the multiple discharge and recharge
cycles, can take several days, depending on the charging rate and the
number of cycles performed.

Q4: What if my battery overheats during the charging process?

A4: Overheating is a serious warning sign. Immediately disconnect the
charger and allow the battery to cool down. Do not attempt further
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charging until you've determined the cause of the overheating. A
damaged battery might require professional disposal.

Q5: Can I use a regular multimeter to check the battery voltage during
revitalization?

A5: Yes, a multimeter can be useful for monitoring the voltage during
discharge and charge cycles. However, it won't directly measure the
battery's capacity.

Q6: Are there any alternatives to revitalization if it fails?

A6: If revitalization fails to restore sufficient performance, the
battery may need to be replaced. Remember to dispose of old NiCd
batteries responsibly.

Q7: How can I find a suitable low-current charger for my Gould NiCd
battery?
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A7: Search online retailers or electronics suppliers for "NiCd
chargers" specifying the desired low-current charging capability.
Check the specifications carefully to ensure compatibility with your
battery's voltage and capacity.

Q8: What happens if I use a fast charger on my NiCd battery during
this process?

A8: Using a fast charger during the revitalization process can
severely damage the battery, potentially leading to overheating,
electrolyte leakage, and even fire. Always use a charger designed for
slow charging NiCd batteries and follow its instructions meticulously.

Revitalizing Your Gould NiCd Battery: A
Comprehensive Guide to Reanimating Your Power



How To Revitalize Gould Nicad Battery Nicd Fix

How To Revitalize Gould Nicad Battery Nicd Fix
12

Source
Nickel-cadmium (NiCd) batteries, once a mainstay of portable power,
are experiencing a renaissance thanks to their robust construction and
relatively low cost. However, after prolonged use, these trusty
powerhouses often suffer from a dreaded phenomenon: capacity fade.
This article delves into the complexities of reviving your Gould NiCd
battery, providing a practical, step-by-step approach to prolong its
lifespan and restore its peak performance. We'll explore the
underlying causes of capacity fade and offer effective strategies to
overcome them.

### Understanding NiCd Battery Degradation

Before we dive into the repair process, it's crucial to understand why
NiCd batteries lose their punch. Unlike modern lithium-ion batteries,
NiCd cells suffer from a phenomenon known as the "memory effect." This
occurs when the battery is repeatedly charged before it's fully
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discharged, leading to a reduction in its overall capacity. The
battery "remembers" the lower discharge level and refuses to deliver
its full potential.

Furthermore, aging plays a significant role. Over time, the internal
chemical reactions within the battery become less efficient, resulting
in a decline in the amount of energy that can be stored and delivered.
This is exacerbated by factors such as high temperatures,
overcharging, and deep discharge cycles.

### Revitalizing Your Gould NiCd Battery: A Practical Approach

Reviving a Gould NiCd battery involves a multi-step process focused on
eliminating the memory effect and enhancing the internal chemical
processes. The following steps provide a comprehensive strategy:

1. Deep Discharge: This is the essential first step. Completely
discharge the battery by connecting it to a load until it's completely
drained. This can be done by connecting a suitable resistor or using a
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device that draws significant current, ensuring the battery is fully
depleted. Monitor the voltage carefully.

2. Deep Charge: Once completely discharged, charge the battery using a
suitable NiCd charger at a low current rate. Avoid using fast chargers
initially. A slower charge allows for a more thorough and consistent
replenishment of the battery's capacity. This process can take several
hours or even overnight.

3. Cycle Repetition: Repeat the deep discharge and deep charge cycle
at least three to five times. Each cycle helps to disrupt the memory
effect and rebuild the battery's internal chemical balance. Monitor
the battery's voltage and charge time during each cycle. Consistent
improvements indicate a successful revitalization.

4. Temperature Control: Maintain a stable temperature during the
charging and discharging cycles. Avoid extreme heat or cold, as these
can harmfully affect the battery's performance.
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5. Charger Selection: Using the correct charger is paramount. A
charger specifically designed for NiCd batteries that provides a
controlled current is essential. Using the wrong charger can destroy
the battery.

### Troubleshooting and Advanced Techniques

If you encounter problems during the revitalization process, consider
the following:

Battery Testing: Use a multimeter to monitor the battery's
voltage during charging and discharging. This will help you to
assess its health and identify any potential issues.

Cell Inspection: If possible, carefully inspect the individual
cells within the battery pack. Look for any signs of damage, such
as swellings. Damaged cells may need to be replaced.

### Conclusion
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Revitalizing a Gould NiCd battery is a viable option for extending its
lifespan and recapturing its lost capacity. By following these steps
and understanding the underlying causes of capacity fade, you can
breathe new life into your old NiCd battery, minimizing waste and
saving money. Remember to prioritize safety and use appropriate
equipment throughout the process. The patience invested in this
thorough process will be rewarded with renewed power and performance.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Can I revitalize any NiCd battery using this method?

A1: While this method is effective for many NiCd batteries, success
isn't guaranteed for every scenario. Severely damaged or very old
batteries may not respond to revitalization.

Q2: How long does the revitalization process take?

A2: The time required depends on the battery's size and condition. It
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can range from several hours to several days, depending on the number
of charge/discharge cycles needed.

Q3: What happens if I use the wrong charger?

A3: Using an inappropriate charger can damage the battery, potentially
leading to explosions. Always use a charger specifically designed for
NiCd batteries.

Q4: How can I tell if my battery is beyond revitalization?

A4: If after several cycles of deep discharge and deep charge, the
battery still exhibits extremely low capacity or shows signs of
physical damage (such as leaking), it may be beyond repair.

Q5: Is it safe to work with NiCd batteries?

A5: While generally safe, NiCd batteries can pose risks if mishandled.
Always follow safety precautions, ensure proper ventilation, and avoid
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short-circuiting the battery. Always wear appropriate safety gear.
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