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Suzuki GS850 1983 Manual: A Deep Dive into a Classic
Motorcycle

The 1983 Suzuki GS850 represents a significant chapter in the history of Suzuki motorcycles. This article serves as a
comprehensive guide to understanding this powerful machine, delving into its specifications, maintenance, and the
invaluable role of its owner's manual. We'll explore everything from the intricacies of its air-cooled engine to the practical tips
for keeping your 1983 GS850 in peak condition. Whether you're a seasoned rider looking for detailed information or a
prospective buyer wanting to learn more, this guide will provide the knowledge you need. Keywords that will be addressed
naturally throughout the text include: 1983 Suzuki GS850 specifications, GS850 maintenance, Suzuki GS850 parts,
GS850 repair manual, and classic motorcycle restoration.

Understanding the 1983 Suzuki GS850: A Mechanical Marvel

The 1983 Suzuki GS850, a member of Suzuki's renowned GS series, boasts a robust 847cc, air-cooled, inline-four engine. This
engine, known for its reliability and smooth power delivery, provided a thrilling riding experience for its time. The bike's
design emphasized practicality and performance. Key 1983 Suzuki GS850 specifications included a five-speed
transmission, delivering ample power across a wide rev range, making it suitable for both city riding and open roads. The
chassis, while not overly radical, offered a balanced handling experience, making the GS850 surprisingly nimble for its size.
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### Engine and Performance Characteristics

The air-cooled, four-cylinder engine was a testament to Suzuki's engineering prowess. While lacking the refinement of later
liquid-cooled engines, it possessed a distinct character - a throaty roar and a robust feel. This engine's simplicity is a key
factor in its appeal to many, making maintenance and repairs relatively straightforward. The GS850 repair manual often
emphasizes the importance of regular valve adjustments and carburetor synchronization for optimal performance. Many
riders appreciate the raw, mechanical feel of this engine, a stark contrast to the more electronically assisted bikes of today.

### Handling and Braking

The GS850's handling is described by many long-term owners as stable and predictable. While not as agile as some more
modern machines, its handling is well-suited to its intended purpose, delivering a comfortable and controlled ride. The
braking system, using conventional drum brakes at the rear and a disc brake at the front, provided adequate stopping power
for its time, though modern standards would deem it less powerful.

The Importance of the 1983 Suzuki GS850 Manual

The owner's manual for the 1983 Suzuki GS850 is an indispensable resource for any owner. This manual isn't just a collection
of diagrams; it’s a crucial guide to understanding and maintaining your motorcycle. The GS850 maintenance schedules
outlined within are critical for ensuring the longevity and performance of your machine. It details crucial procedures like
proper lubrication, carb cleaning, and valve adjustments, preventing premature wear and tear.

#4## Practical Applications of the Manual: GS850 Maintenance

The manual provides step-by-step instructions for a wide range of tasks, from routine maintenance like oil changes and filter
replacements to more complex procedures like carburetor overhaul and electrical system diagnostics. Understanding these

Suzuki Manual Gs850 1983
2



Suzuki Manual Gs850 1983

procedures using the manual empowers owners to conduct basic maintenance themselves, saving money and fostering a
deeper connection with their machine. This hands-on approach allows riders to become more familiar with the inner workings
of their GS850, improving their understanding and problem-solving skills.

##+# Sourcing a Manual: Finding Your 1983 Suzuki GS850 Repair Manual

Finding a copy of the original owner's manual can sometimes be a challenge. Online marketplaces like eBay and specialized
motorcycle parts websites often have listings for original or reproduction manuals. Alternatively, online forums and
communities dedicated to classic Suzuki motorcycles can be invaluable resources, connecting owners with information and
potential sources for manuals. Consider investing in a GS850 repair manual as a worthwhile investment for any owner
wanting to maintain their machine properly.

Parts and Restorations: Keeping Your GS850 on the Road

Finding parts for a classic motorcycle like the 1983 GS850 can sometimes present hurdles. Many Suzuki GS850 parts are
still available from specialist suppliers, either new or used. Online forums and communities can also be helpful in connecting
owners with potential parts sources. Many enthusiasts embrace the challenge of restoring their GS850 to its former glory,
utilizing online resources and forums for guidance and assistance. Restoring a classic motorcycle is a labor of love, and the
resulting machine becomes a unique testament to its owner's dedication. This is a significant part of the classic motorcycle
community, and the 1983 GS850 frequently takes center stage in these discussions.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the 1983 Suzuki GS850

The 1983 Suzuki GS850 stands as a testament to the robust engineering and reliable performance that defined Suzuki
motorcycles of that era. Its enduring popularity among classic motorcycle enthusiasts speaks volumes about its character
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and appeal. With proper care and attention, utilizing the readily available information and the guidance offered within the
owner’s manual, this machine can provide years of enjoyable riding. Regular maintenance, informed by the GS850
maintenance schedule in the manual, ensures this classic motorcycle continues to run smoothly and reliably. Investing in a
quality manual is an investment in the longevity and enjoyment of your GS850.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the average fuel consumption of a 1983 Suzuki GS850?

Al: The fuel consumption of a 1983 Suzuki GS850 varies depending on riding style and road conditions. However, a
reasonable estimate would be around 35-40 miles per gallon (mpg). Factors influencing fuel economy include carburetor
tuning, air filter condition, and riding habits.

Q2: How often should | change the oil in my 1983 GS850?

A2: Consult your GS850 repair manual for the manufacturer's recommended oil change interval. Generally, it's advisable
to change the oil every 2,000-3,000 miles or every three months, whichever comes first. Using the correct grade of oil is also
crucial.

Q3: Where can | find replacement parts for my 1983 GS850?

A3: Several online retailers specialize in classic motorcycle parts. You can also find parts through local motorcycle shops,
online forums dedicated to Suzuki motorcycles, and even through eBay or similar auction sites. Always verify the quality and
compatibility of any replacement parts before installing them.

Q4: Are there any common issues with the 1983 GS850 engine?
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A4: Some common issues include carburetor problems (requiring cleaning or rebuilding), electrical issues (often related to
aging wiring), and general wear and tear on components due to age. Regular maintenance and the use of the manual can
often prevent or mitigate these problems.

Q5: Is the 1983 GS850 a good motorcycle for beginners?

A5: While the 1983 GS850 is a relatively manageable motorcycle, it's not ideal for absolute beginners. Its weight and power
output require a certain level of riding experience and confidence. A smaller, less powerful machine would be more suitable
for beginners.

Q6: What type of tires should | use on my 1983 GS850?

A6: Consult your 1983 Suzuki GS850 specifications or owner’s manual for the recommended tire sizes and types. Using
the correct tires is essential for optimal handling and safety.

Q7: How difficult is it to perform basic maintenance on a 1983 GS850?

A7: Basic maintenance tasks like oil changes, filter replacements, and chain lubrication are relatively straightforward,
especially with the guidance of your owner's manual. However, more complex repairs might require specialized tools and
knowledge.

Q8: What is the value of a well-maintained 1983 Suzuki GS850?

A8: The value of a well-maintained 1983 Suzuki GS850 varies depending on condition, mileage, and any modifications.
Checking online motorcycle marketplaces and auction sites can provide a general idea of current market values, but a
professional appraisal is always recommended for a precise valuation.
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Diving Deep into the 1983 Suzuki GS850 Manual: A Rider's Compendium

The 1983 Suzuki GS850 represents a key moment in bike history. This robust machine, a testament to Suzuki's engineering
expertise, is still appreciated by enthusiasts worldwide. Understanding its intricacies, however, requires more than just
hopping on and twisting the throttle. This article delves into the crucial aspects of the 1983 Suzuki GS850 manual, giving
valuable insights for both beginners and seasoned riders alike.

The manual itself is a goldmine of knowledge, detailing everything from basic maintenance to complex fixing procedures. Its
folios are filled with pictures, charts, and ordered instructions that clarify the process of comprehending the bike's
mechanical details.

One of the most critical sections of the manual centers on regular upkeep. This includes tasks like examining fluid levels (oil,
coolant, brake fluid), washing the air filter, oiling the chain, and modifying wire tension. These procedures are easy when
followed correctly, but neglecting them can lead to significant issues down the road - potential engineering failures that can
compromise both efficiency and protection. The manual's clear illustrations make even complex tasks understandable for
beginners.

Beyond routine maintenance, the manual provides complete guidance on more difficult procedures. These include carburetor
cleaning, valve setting, and even engine refurbishment. While these tasks require more knowledge and perseverance, the
manual's meticulous instructions and helpful diagrams make them possible for determined riders willing to allocate the time
and effort. Thinking of this process as a sequence of smaller, manageable jobs helps break down the seeming daunting
nature of these repairs.

The electronic system is another key aspect covered extensively in the manual. Detecting electrical faults can be a difficulty,
but the manual offers a rational approach using charts to trace circuits and identify potential issues. Understanding the
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performance of each piece is crucial for effective troubleshooting. It's akin to fixing a puzzle; by methodically checking each
piece, the solution becomes apparent.

Furthermore, the manual serves as a valuable guide for understanding the bike's details. This contains data on engine
performance, transmission ratios, halting systems, and dampening elements. This allows owners to optimize their riding
journey by altering settings to suit their tastes and riding style.

In conclusion, the 1983 Suzuki GS850 manual is far more than just a compilation of guidelines. It's a complete guide that
enables riders to service their bikes effectively, understand their inner workings, and repair potential problems. It is a proof
to the value of detailed documentation and its importance in preserving the longevity and performance of these classic
machines. The combination of lucid writing, beneficial illustrations, and usable advice makes it an indispensable tool for any
1983 Suzuki GS850 holder.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can | find a copy of the 1983 Suzuki GS850 manual? You can often find versions online through marketplace
sites like eBay, or dedicated motorcycle parts vendors. You might also find digital editions available for acquisition.

2. Is it necessary to have a engineering background to use the manual? No, the manual is written to be
understandable to riders of all skill levels. While some steps are more difficult than others, the sequential instructions and
pictures make them possible even for beginners.

3. What is the most important servicing task to perform regularly? Regular oil changes are probably the most critical
task, as it essentially affects the engine's condition and longevity.

4. Can | execute all the repairs described in the manual myself? While the manual guides you through many
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procedures, some mends may require particular tools or skill. It's essential to assess your own ability level before attempting
more challenging repairs. If uncertain, consult a competent motorcycle mechanic.
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