Fred Harvey
Houses Of The
Southwest Images
Of America Series

Fred Harvey
Houses of the
Southwest: Images
of America Series
- A Journey
Through Time and
Style

The Fred Harvey Company, a name
synonymous with the golden age of
American railroad travel, left an indelible
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mark on the Southwest. Their iconic
hotels, known as the Fred Harvey
Houses, weren't just places to rest weary
travelers; they were architectural
masterpieces, cultural hubs, and living
testaments to a bygone era. This article
delves into the *Images of America*
series focusing on these remarkable
structures, exploring their history,
architectural significance, and enduring
legacy as a crucial part of *Southwest
architecture* and *American railroad
history*. We'll also examine their role in
shaping the cultural landscape of the
region, showcasing their impact on
tourism and the development of the
Southwest.

The Rise of the Fred
Harvey Company and its
Architectural Legacy

The Fred Harvey Company, founded in
1876, revolutionized the passenger
railroad experience. Recognizing the
need for comfortable and appealing
accommodations along the Santa Fe
Railway lines, Harvey built a chain of
hotels and restaurants that set new
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standards for hospitality. This wasn't
simply about providing a bed and a meal;
Harvey understood the power of
aesthetics and ambiance. His hotels,
strategically positioned at key points
along the rail routes, became destinations
in themselves. The *Images of America*
series beautifully captures this,
showcasing the architectural diversity of
the Fred Harvey Houses, from the
Spanish Colonial Revival style of the El
Tovar Hotel in Grand Canyon National
Park to the Pueblo Revival style of the La
Fonda on the Plaza in Santa Fe. This
eclecticism reflects the burgeoning
interest in regional styles and the
company’s commitment to blending
seamlessly with the surrounding
environment, a remarkable feat of
*historic preservation*.

Architectural Styles and
Design Elements: A
Visual Feast

The *Fred Harvey Houses of the
Southwest Images of America series*

provides a rich visual record of the
diverse architectural styles employed.
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Many hotels embraced the *Mission
Revival* style, characterized by its low-
pitched roofs, arched doorways, and
white stucco walls. Others, like the
Harvey House in Winslow, Arizona,
showcase a simpler, more utilitarian
aesthetic, reflecting the practical needs
of a bustling railroad town. The series
highlights the meticulous craftsmanship
evident in every detail, from the intricate
tilework to the handcrafted furniture. The
photographs reveal the artistry involved
in designing spaces that were both
functional and aesthetically pleasing,
demonstrating a deep understanding of
the connection between architecture and
place. The use of local materials and
skilled local artisans ensured that each
Harvey House possessed a unique
character while reflecting the broader
regional style.

The Fred Harvey Houses
and the Development of
Southwest Tourism

The Fred Harvey Houses played a pivotal

role in the development of tourism in the
Southwest. By providing comfortable and
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luxurious accommodations, they made
the region accessible to a wider audience.
The *Images of America* books, through
their photographs and accompanying
text, detail how these hotels weren't just
transit points; they were gateways to
exploration, encouraging visitors to delve
deeper into the region's unique
landscapes and cultural heritage. The
series showcases the integral role the
Harvey Houses played in transforming
previously remote areas into popular
tourist destinations, a process that
continues to shape the Southwest's
identity. The strategic placement of these
hotels along the rail lines facilitated
exploration, drawing in tourists and
fostering the growth of related industries.

The Enduring Legacy: A
National Treasure

The Fred Harvey Houses are more than
just historical buildings; they represent a
crucial chapter in American history and
architectural heritage. The *Images of
America* series serves as a powerful
reminder of this legacy. Many of these
hotels have been meticulously restored
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and continue to operate today, offering a
glimpse into the past while providing
modern amenities. The series emphasizes
their continued importance as cultural
landmarks, attracting visitors interested
in architecture, history, and the golden
age of rail travel. This careful
preservation ensures that the spirit of the
Fred Harvey Company and its
contribution to the Southwest lives on for
future generations to appreciate. The
continued relevance of these buildings
highlights the enduring impact of
thoughtful design and a commitment to
creating spaces that resonate with both
their time and the future.

Frequently Asked
Questions

Q1: What is the "Images of America"
series?

Al: The "Images of America" series is a
collection of books published by Arcadia
Publishing. Each book focuses on a
specific town, region, or theme, using
historical photographs to tell a visual
story. The series aims to preserve local
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history and make it accessible to a wider
audience. The Fred Harvey Houses
volume within the series utilizes this
same methodology, focusing specifically
on these iconic structures and their
impact.

Q2: How many Fred Harvey Houses
are featured in the book?

A2: The exact number varies depending
on which specific volume of the *Images
of America* series you're referring to, as
they often focus on specific geographic
regions. However, the series typically
showcases many of the most significant
and well-preserved examples.

Q3: Where can I find copies of the
book?

A3: Copies of the *Fred Harvey Houses of
the Southwest Images of America* book
and other volumes in the series can
typically be found at major online
retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and Arcadia Publishing's website. Many
local bookstores, especially those in the
Southwest, may also carry them.

Q4: What is the significance of the
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Fred Harvey Company beyond the
hotels?

A4: The Fred Harvey Company’s
influence extended far beyond its hotels.
They also operated restaurants, dining
cars, and shops, employing thousands
and significantly impacting the
economies of numerous towns along the
Santa Fe Railway. They also played a key
role in promoting the region's culture and
attracting tourists, leading to significant
economic growth.

Q5: What architectural styles are
represented in the Fred Harvey
Houses?

A5: The Fred Harvey Houses showcase a
diverse range of architectural styles
including Mission Revival, Pueblo
Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, and
even simpler, more utilitarian designs
reflecting the local context. The diversity
reflects the company's adaptation to the
unique characteristics of each location.

Q6: Are any of the Fred Harvey
Houses still in operation today?

A6: Yes, many Fred Harvey Houses still
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operate today, though some have been
repurposed or significantly renovated.
However, many retain their historic
character and offer a unique opportunity
to experience a piece of American
history.

Q7: What is the overall message
conveyed by the *Images of America*
series on the Fred Harvey Houses?

A7: The series powerfully conveys the
significant contribution of the Fred
Harvey Company to the development of
the American Southwest. It highlights not
only their architectural significance but
also their crucial role in shaping the
region's tourism industry and cultural
landscape. It presents a compelling visual
narrative of a significant period in
American history and the legacy of a
pioneering company.

Q8: How does the *Images of
America* series contribute to the
preservation of the Fred Harvey
Houses' legacy?

A8: By documenting these structures
through photographs and historical
context, the series plays a vital role in
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preserving their legacy for future
generations. The books help raise
awareness of these significant buildings,
encouraging preservation efforts and
fostering appreciation for their historical
and architectural significance. They
function as valuable historical records for
scholars and the general public alike.

Fred Harvey Houses of
the Southwest: Images of
America Series - A
Glimpse into
Architectural History
and Cultural Impact

The Fred Harvey Company's influence on
the American Southwest is undeniable.
More than just a hospitality business, it
played a pivotal role in shaping the
region's character, and its network of
Harvey Houses, captured beautifully in
the "Images of America" series, functions
as a tangible representation of this
extensive contribution. These buildings,
scattered across the terrain, weren't
merely stops for weary travelers; they
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were havens of comfort, culture, and
even innovation in a sometimes-harsh
setting. This article will explore into the
rich history and design significance of
these iconic buildings, examining their
portrayal in the "Images of America"
series and their enduring influence on the
American experience.

The "Images of America" series,
specifically the volume dedicated to the
Fred Harvey Houses of the Southwest,
offers a captivating array of photographs,
archival documents, and narratives that
inject life into these remarkable
establishments. The images evoke a
sense of nostalgia, transporting the
viewer back to an era of elegant dining
cars, meticulously cared for gardens, and
the bustling activity of train travel's
golden age. The photographs, many
stemming from the early 20th century,
document the unique architectural styles
of each Harvey House, highlighting the
range of motivations, from Spanish
Colonial Revival to Mission Revival and
Pueblo Revival styles. This diversity
reflects the flexibility of the Harvey
Company in adjusting to the specific
characteristics of each location while
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maintaining a consistent sense of quality.

The book doesn't merely present pretty
pictures; it gives a detailed overview of
the socio-cultural setting within which
the Harvey Houses operated. It
investigates the role the company played
in encouraging tourism in the Southwest,
linking isolated communities, and
providing employment chances for Native
Americans and other communities. The
series illuminates the significance of the
Harvey Girls, the young women who
worked as waitresses and clerks in the
houses, becoming a representation of
both the goals and the restrictions of
women at the time. Their stories,
interwoven throughout the book, lend a
human dimension to the story.

Furthermore, the "Images of America"
series on Fred Harvey Houses provides a
valuable understanding into the evolution
of American architecture and the impact
of the railroad on the growth of the
American West. The houses' architecture
often integrated aspects of local
architectures, demonstrating a
understanding to the context. This
conscious effort to blend with the
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prevailing cultural setting added to the
genuineness and charm of the Harvey
Houses. Their triumph can be attributed
to this clever blend of usable design and
aesthetic understanding.

The legacy of the Fred Harvey Houses
extends far beyond their concrete
presence. Their image in popular culture,
from literature to film, remains to
captivate audiences. The "Images of
America" series functions as a crucial
record of this legacy, allowing modern
viewers to appreciate their value and the
crucial role they played in the expansion
of the American Southwest. By saving
these images, the series ensures that the
story of the Fred Harvey Houses, and the
people who shaped them, remains living
for decades to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find the "Images of
America" book on Fred Harvey
Houses?

Al: The book is generally accessible
through online retailers like Amazon, as
well as through local bookstores and
historical societies. You might also find
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used copies at collectible bookstores.

Q2: What makes the Fred Harvey
Houses design-wise significant?

A2: Their significance lies in their
distinctive blend of regional building
styles with elements of continental
trends. They represent a pivotal moment
in the progression of American design
and the adaptation of styles to specific
contexts.

Q3: What was the role of the Harvey
Girls in the success of the Harvey
Houses?

A3: The Harvey Girls were instrumental
to the success of the Harvey Houses.
They provided superb attention and
represented a high standard of customer
service, contributing significantly to the
houses' reputation for quality and
attracting numerous patrons.

Q4: Is the "Images of America" series
just photographs, or does it contain
other information?

A4: The series features a combination of
past photographs, maps, documents, and
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narratives, providing a detailed and
engaging cultural context.
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