
Transnational Families
Migration And Gender
Moroccan And Filipino
Women In Bologna And
Barcelona New Directions In
Anthropology

Transnational Families,
Migration, and Gender:
Moroccan and Filipino
Women in Bologna and
Barcelona – New Directions in
Anthropology
The increasing globalization of the 21st century has led to
unprecedented levels of transnational migration, profoundly
reshaping family structures and gender roles across the globe.
This article examines the experiences of Moroccan and Filipino
women navigating transnational family life in Bologna, Italy, and
Barcelona, Spain, highlighting the evolving perspectives offered
by anthropological research in this field. We will explore the
complexities of transnational family migration, the impact on
gender roles and identities, and the unique challenges faced by
these women, offering new directions in anthropological inquiry.
Key areas of focus will include the concept of care work, the
negotiation of cultural hybridity, and the implications for
women's empowerment.
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Introduction: Navigating the
Complexities of Transnational Family
Life
Transnational families, characterized by members residing across
national borders, present unique challenges and opportunities for
individuals, particularly women. This study delves into the lived
experiences of Moroccan and Filipino women who have migrated
to Bologna and Barcelona, focusing on how their gendered roles
and identities are negotiated within the context of their
transnational families and their new host societies. These two
groups, chosen for their distinct cultural backgrounds and
migration patterns to these European cities, provide a rich
comparative case study for understanding the multifaceted
dynamics of transnational family migration. The article will also
address the limitations of existing anthropological frameworks in
grasping the nuances of these lived experiences, proposing new
avenues for research.

Gender Roles and Identities in
Transnational Contexts
Moroccan and Filipino women often undertake long-distance
caregiving responsibilities, sending remittances home while also
managing their own households and careers in their adopted
countries. This demonstrates the crucial role of care work in
maintaining transnational families. However, these roles are far
from straightforward. While remittances contribute significantly
to the economic well-being of their families back home, these
women frequently face challenges related to work-life balance,
cultural adaptation, and social isolation.

Filipino women, often possessing higher levels of education and
professional skills, may encounter difficulties in transferring their
qualifications and experience to the European job market, leading
to a mismatch between skills and employment. Moroccan women,
on the other hand, may encounter additional barriers due to
language barriers and potentially discriminatory attitudes towards
immigrant women. This highlights the intersectionality of gender,
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migration, and ethnicity in shaping their experiences. The
women's ability to navigate these complex scenarios, adopting
strategies to negotiate their identities and roles within both their
home and host cultures exemplifies the process of cultural
hybridity.

### Negotiating Cultural Hybridity and Transnational Identities:

The women's experiences are not simply a matter of adapting to a
new culture; they actively create and negotiate their identities.
This includes blending aspects of their home and host cultures,
creating new forms of belonging and challenging traditional
gender norms. For instance, some women may engage in
practices that blend religious observance with secular lifestyles,
or adopt new forms of self-expression that are not possible in their
home countries.

The Role of Family and Community
Support Networks
Despite the challenges, strong family and community support
networks play a critical role in the lives of these women. Social
connections, both within their ethnic communities and beyond,
provide emotional support, practical assistance, and vital
information. These networks can be instrumental in navigating
bureaucratic processes, finding employment, and building new
social lives. However, the strength and accessibility of these
networks vary depending on factors such as language skills, social
capital, and existing social connections in the host cities.

Moreover, the level of support received from family members back
home greatly influences the women's experiences. Consistent
communication and emotional support can mitigate the stress of
separation and isolation, while conflict or lack of support can
exacerbate these difficulties. The digital age allows for
maintaining connections across vast distances, but also presents
its own set of challenges for fostering genuine relationships.
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Implications for Women's
Empowerment and Future Research
The research on transnational families and gender highlights both
the challenges and opportunities for women's empowerment.
While migration can lead to financial independence and personal
growth, it also exposes women to vulnerabilities, including
exploitation, discrimination, and violence. Anthropological
research needs to move beyond descriptive accounts and explore
the ways in which these women actively challenge and resist
traditional gender norms and patriarchal structures.

Future research should prioritize participatory methodologies,
amplifying the voices and perspectives of the women themselves.
This involves collaborative research approaches that acknowledge
and respect their expertise and lived experiences. Further
research could investigate the long-term impacts of transnational
migration on women's health, well-being, and social mobility.
Moreover, studies comparing the experiences of Moroccan and
Filipino women across different European cities could reveal
important insights into the impact of national policies and societal
contexts on the lives of transnational families.

Conclusion: New Directions in
Transnational Family Studies
The experiences of Moroccan and Filipino women in Bologna and
Barcelona offer valuable insights into the complex interplay of
transnational migration, gender, and culture. Anthropological
research needs to move beyond simple narratives of adaptation
and integration, focusing instead on the agency and resilience of
these women. By understanding their strategies for navigating the
challenges of transnational family life, we can develop more
nuanced and effective interventions to support their well-being
and empowerment. This requires collaborative and participatory
research methodologies that prioritize the voices and perspectives
of the women themselves, leading to a more comprehensive
understanding of the realities of transnational family life in the
21st century.
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FAQ
Q1: What are the main challenges faced by Moroccan and
Filipino women in transnational families?

A1: These women face a range of challenges including managing
long-distance caregiving responsibilities, adapting to a new
culture and language, navigating the job market, and balancing
work and family life. They may also experience social isolation,
discrimination, and financial insecurity.

Q2: How does migration impact gender roles within these
families?

A2: Migration often leads to a re-negotiation of traditional gender
roles. Women may take on new responsibilities, both economically
and domestically, leading to shifts in power dynamics within the
family. However, traditional expectations may still persist,
creating tension and conflict.

Q3: What is the role of remittances in these families?

A3: Remittances are crucial for the economic well-being of many
transnational families. They often provide a significant source of
income for families back home, supporting their education,
healthcare, and other needs. However, reliance on remittances
can also create dependencies and economic vulnerabilities.

Q4: How can anthropological research contribute to
understanding these families?

A4: Anthropology offers valuable insights by focusing on the lived
experiences, cultural perspectives, and social networks of these
families. It can reveal the complexities of family relationships,
cultural adaptation, and the challenges of navigating multiple
identities across borders.

Q5: What are some ethical considerations in researching
transnational families?

A5: Researchers must prioritize informed consent, cultural
sensitivity, and the protection of participants' privacy. They should
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engage in collaborative research practices that empower
participants and avoid exploitative research practices.

Q6: How does cultural hybridity manifest in the lives of
these women?

A6: Cultural hybridity is expressed through the women's
adaptation and blending of cultural practices, beliefs, and values
from both their home and host countries. This can manifest in
their everyday lives, including their religious practices, family
relationships, and social interactions.

Q7: What are the implications of this research for social
policy?

A7: The findings of this research can inform social policies aimed
at supporting transnational families, particularly regarding access
to healthcare, education, and employment opportunities. It can
also guide policy related to immigration and integration programs.

Q8: How can we promote the empowerment of women in
transnational families?

A8: Promoting women's empowerment requires multifaceted
approaches that address economic, social, and political factors.
This involves providing access to education, employment
opportunities, healthcare, and legal support, alongside
challenging discriminatory attitudes and promoting gender
equality within families and communities.

Transnational Families, Migration, and
Gender: Moroccan and Filipino Women
in Bologna and Barcelona – New
Directions in Anthropology
Introduction:

The growing interconnectedness of the 21st era has led to
unprecedented levels of human migration. This phenomenon has
substantially modified family structures, producing rise to the idea
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of "transnational families." This paper analyzes the realities of
Moroccan and Filipino women dwelling in Bologna, Italy, and
Barcelona, Spain, respectively, within the framework of
transnational family arrangements. We will explore how gender
roles influences their movement choices, their functions within
their families, and their adaptation to new environmental
contexts. This investigation aims to contribute to the developing
field of anthropology by offering new perspectives into the
intricate interaction between travel, gender, and family dynamics
in a globalized world.

Main Discussion:

The movement patterns of Moroccan and Filipino women to
European cities like Bologna and Barcelona are driven by a
spectrum of variables, encompassing economic prospects,
relational reunification, and education. However, these drivers are
significantly mediated by gendered norms and authority
structures.

Filipino women, often engaged as domestic workers, encounter
particular difficulties related to work mistreatment and social
discrimination. Their travel is often presented as a type of
commitment for their families back in their country, with
remittances forming a critical source of financial aid.
Anthropological research underscores the psychological burden
this situation takes on them, although their roles are essential to
their families' well-being.

Moroccan women, on the other hand, exhibit more variety in their
occupations and migration approaches. Some travel as students,
pursuing higher education, while others join their spouses or
family members. The influence of social values on their realities is
significant, often determining their extent of assimilation into
Spanish community. Research shows that the negotiation of
traditional gender with the requirements of life in a new society
presents difficult obstacles.

New Directions in Anthropology:

This study calls for a change in anthropological approaches
towards a greater interdisciplinary approach. It suggests the
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incorporation of gender perspective and critical evaluation to
more accurately comprehend the experiences of these women.
Additional investigations should concentrate on extended studies
to monitor the progression of their family structures and their
adaptation over years. The role of technology, specifically social
media and communication technologies, in maintaining
transnational family bonds should also be investigated in greater
depth.

Conclusion:

The experiences of Moroccan and Filipino women in Bologna and
Barcelona illuminate the intricate interplay between migration,
gender roles, and family relationships in a globalized world.
Anthropological research must evolve beyond simple accounts of
migration to tackle the subtleties of sexed influence dynamics and
the obstacles encountered by women navigating transnational
family arrangements. By utilizing cross-disciplinary methods and
incorporating womanist theories, we can achieve a more profound
comprehension of the cultural implications of global migration and
add to more plans and actions that aid women and their families.

FAQ:

1. Q: How does this research differ from previous studies on
transnational families? A: This research specifically focuses on
the gendered experiences of Moroccan and Filipino women,
comparing their unique situations and challenges within the
framework of transnational families in two distinct European
cities. Previous research often lacked this detailed, comparative
gendered analysis across different nationalities.

2. Q: What are the practical implications of this research? A:
This research can inform policies aimed at supporting immigrant
women, addressing issues like labor exploitation, social
integration, and access to resources. Understanding the specific
challenges faced by these women can lead to more effective
interventions.

3. Q: What are the limitations of this research? A: Like any
study, this research is limited by its sample size and geographic
scope. Further research is needed to broaden the scope and
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confirm the findings in other contexts. Moreover, language
barriers and cultural sensitivities can present challenges in data
collection and interpretation.

4. Q: How can this research inform future anthropological
studies? A: This research highlights the need for interdisciplinary
approaches, including feminist and postcolonial perspectives,
when studying transnational families. It also underscores the
importance of longitudinal studies to track the long-term impacts
of migration on families and individuals.
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