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Driven Drive 2: Delving into James
Sallis's Noir Masterpiece

James Sallis's *Driven* series, particularly its second installment, *Driven Drive*, isn't
just a crime novel; it's a visceral exploration of obsession, memory, and the American
landscape. This article dives deep into this gritty, atmospheric thriller, examining its
narrative structure, character development, thematic concerns, and lasting impact on
the crime fiction genre. We'll explore the author's unique writing style, analyzing the
*Driven Drive* plot, its key messages, and the enduring appeal of this noir
masterpiece. We will also consider the use of setting, the importance of the road, and
the novel’'s exploration of isolation.
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A Synopsis of Driven Drive and Its Premise

*Driven Drive*, the second book in the *Driven* series, continues the story of Dale
"the Driver" Brown, a man haunted by a past he can't fully remember. Unlike the first
novel, *Driven*, which focuses more on establishing Dale's character and his
mysterious past, *Driven Drive* throws him into a more direct confrontation with the
consequences of his actions. The narrative unfolds as a relentless journey across the
American Southwest, punctuated by fleeting encounters and fragments of memories
that gradually coalesce, revealing a complex web of deceit and violence. Dale's
taciturn nature and fragmented recollections are masterfully portrayed by Sallis, who
uses evocative language and sparse prose to build suspense and intrigue. The central
plot involves a mysterious package, a debt to a dangerous figure, and the relentless
pursuit of someone from Dale's past. This propels him across a landscape mirroring
his own fractured psyche.
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Sallis's Unique Writing Style and Atmospheric
Prose

One of the most striking features of *Driven Drive*, and the *Driven* series as a
whole, is James Sallis's distinctive writing style. He masterfully crafts atmospheric
prose, using evocative imagery and minimalist language to create a sense of unease
and tension. His sentences are often short, sharp, and precise, mirroring the
fragmented nature of Dale's memories and the relentless pace of his journey. The use
of setting plays a crucial role, with the desolate landscapes of the American
Southwest serving as a powerful backdrop to Dale's internal turmoil. The road itself
becomes a character, a symbol of escape and relentless pursuit. This road trip
narrative isn't just about getting from point A to point B; it's a journey into the
depths of Dale's consciousness. The sparse prose and reliance on showing rather than
telling allows the reader to actively participate in piecing together Dale's past and the
mystery at the heart of the novel.
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Key Themes: Memory, Isolation, and the American
Landscape

Several powerful themes resonate throughout *Driven Drive*. Memory is central;
Dale's struggle to recall his past is a major driving force of the narrative. His
fragmented recollections create suspense, leaving the reader constantly questioning
what is real and what is a figment of his imagination. The exploration of isolation is
equally compelling. Dale is a solitary figure, detached from society and haunted by his
past. His relationships are fleeting and often transactional, reflecting his own
emotional distance. This sense of loneliness is amplified by the vast, desolate
landscapes he traverses, mirroring his internal state. Finally, the American
landscape itself becomes a character, a backdrop of stark beauty and hidden
dangers that reflects the emotional state of the protagonist. The vastness and
emptiness of the desert enhance the feeling of isolation and the weight of the secrets
Dale carries.
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The Enduring Appeal of Driven Drive and Its
Impact

*Driven Drive* continues to resonate with readers and critics for its unique blend of
atmospheric prose, compelling characters, and morally ambiguous plot. Sallis's ability
to create a sense of place, to evoke the feeling of the open road and the stark beauty
of the desert, is unparalleled. The novel’'s impact lies not just in its thrilling narrative,

but also in its exploration of complex themes, its reflection on the human condition,

and its ability to leave a lasting impression on the reader long after the final page is
turned. The novel's ambiguity allows for multiple interpretations, inviting rereading
and deeper engagement with its nuanced characters and themes. The lack of clear-
cut good guys and bad guys reflects the moral complexities of the human experience,
adding to the story's realism and appeal.
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FAQ: Unraveling the Mysteries of Driven Drive

Q1: How does *Driven Drive* differ from the first book, *Driven*?

Al: While both books feature Dale Brown, *Driven* focuses primarily on establishing
his character and hinting at his mysterious past. *Driven Drive* throws Dale into
immediate action, intensifying the suspense and directly confronting him with the
consequences of his actions. The first book lays the groundwork; the second builds
upon it with a more fast-paced, action-oriented plot.

Q2: What is the significance of the setting in *Driven Drive*?

A2: The desolate landscapes of the American Southwest are not simply a backdrop
but an integral part of the narrative. The vastness and emptiness mirror Dale's
internal state of isolation and the weight of his secrets. The road itself becomes a
symbol of his relentless pursuit and escape from his past.

Q3: Is Dale Brown a sympathetic character?
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A3: Dale is a complex and morally ambiguous character. While his past actions are
questionable, his taciturn nature and struggle to reconcile with his past evoke
empathy. Readers are left to grapple with their feelings towards him, making him a
truly compelling and memorable protagonist.

Q4: What are the main themes explored in *Driven Drive*?

A4: The novel explores themes of memory, isolation, guilt, redemption, and the
nature of identity. Dale's struggle to recall his past, his detachment from society, and
his encounters with others all contribute to a deeper exploration of these themes.

Q5: What makes James Sallis's writing style unique?

A5: Sallis's style is characterized by sparse, evocative prose, short sentences, and a

minimalist approach to storytelling. He relies heavily on imagery and atmosphere to

convey meaning, leaving much unsaid and allowing the reader to actively participate
in piecing together the narrative.

Q6: Would you recommend *Driven Drive* to readers unfamiliar with the
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series?

A6: While reading *Driven* first provides context, *Driven Drive* can be enjoyed as a
standalone novel. However, understanding Dale's backstory from the first book will
enhance appreciation of his character development and the complexities of the
narrative in the second installment.

Q7: How does the ending of *Driven Drive* contribute to the overall
narrative?

A7: The ending leaves some ambiguity, reflecting the unresolved aspects of Dale's
past and his ongoing journey of self-discovery. This open-ended conclusion creates a
sense of unease and lingering questions, adding to the overall impact of the story.

Q8: Where can | find more works by James Sallis?

A8: James Sallis is a prolific author with a wide range of works, including crime fiction,
thrillers, and even Westerns. A quick search on Amazon or Goodreads will provide a
comprehensive list of his bibliography. Exploring his other novels offers a chance to
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further appreciate his unique style and masterful storytelling.

Delving into the Dark Heart of the Highway: An
Exploration of James Sallis' *Driven*

James Sallis' *Driven*, the second installment in the gripping Lew Griffin series, isn't
just a thriller novel; it's a visceral exploration of alienation and the seductive pull of
the open road. This powerful narrative, less a plot-driven escapade and more a
personality study, leaves a indelible impression long after the final page is turned.
Unlike many thrillers , *Driven* eschews breakneck speed in favor of a thoughtful
pace that reflects the protagonist's internal state.

The story follows Lew Griffin, a jaded former detective now wandering across the vast
American landscape. He's a individual haunted by his past, a past that persistently
shadows him in the guise of vivid memories and the ever-present threat of brutality .
This history isn't explicitly detailed; instead, Sallis skillfully uses subtle suggestions
and expressive imagery to depict a portrait of a man damaged by events .
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The narrative unfolds at a unhurried pace, allowing the reader to thoroughly
appreciate the ambiance of loneliness . Sallis' style is stark , yet profoundly
expressive . He uses succinct sentences and uncomplicated language to create a
sense of immediacy , drawing the reader into Griffin's world . The descriptions of the
vistas he traverses are breathtakingly beautiful, yet at the same time desolate ,
perfectly symbolizing Griffin's psychological state.

Unlike traditional crime novels , *Driven* isn't concerned with solving a intricate
enigma . The attention remains squarely on Griffin himself, his conflicts with his
history , and his endeavors to locate some semblance of peace amidst the chaos of
his existence . He endures assignments - small-time favors for dubious characters -
that offer a fleeting distraction from his personal torment .

The relationships Griffin forms are ephemeral , mirroring the transient nature of his
life . He encounters a array of memorable personalities , each adding depth to the
narrative . These encounters are brief , but they reveal aspects of Griffin's nature and
his complex connection with the world around him.
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The moral message of *Driven*, if one can be discerned, is not a straightforward one.
Instead, it's a subtle exploration of perseverance in the face of hardship . Griffin's
journey isn't one of salvation , but rather one of surrender - an acceptance of his
background and the truth of his current circumstances. He finds a certain kind of

peace in the solitude of the road, a tranquility that eludes him in the complexities of
relationships .

In conclusion , *Driven* by James Sallis is a significant and moving piece of fiction . It's
a impactful exploration of the human condition and the enduring appeal of the open
road. Sallis' distinctive method of storytelling, his capacity to create atmosphere and

character, and his willingness to explore the grimmer aspects of the human
experience make *Driven* a truly unforgettable read.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is *Driven* a standalone novel? No, *Driven* is the second book in the Lew
Griffin series. While it can be read independently, experiencing the earlier novels
enhances the appreciation of Griffin's character development.
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2. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is generally somber and
melancholic, reflecting the protagonist's internal struggles and the often desolate
settings.

3. What makes Sallis' writing style unique? Sallis employs a minimalist style,
using precise language and short sentences to create a sense of realism and
immediacy, letting the reader fill in the blanks.

4. Is there a lot of action in *Driven*? Compared to other crime novels, the action
is less prominent. The focus is primarily on character development and atmosphere.

5. Who would enjoy reading *Driven*? Readers who appreciate character-driven
narratives, literary crime fiction, and introspective stories will find *Driven*
particularly rewarding.
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