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The Kingdon Field Guide to African
Mammals, Second Edition: A
Comprehensive Review
For anyone venturing into the incredible wildlife of Africa, a comprehensive field
guide is an indispensable tool. The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals,
Second Edition, stands as a cornerstone among such guides, offering an
unparalleled depth of information and stunning visuals. This comprehensive
review delves into the features, benefits, and practical usage of this invaluable
resource for both amateur naturalists and seasoned researchers.

Introduction: A Legacy of Excellence
Jonathan Kingdon's legacy in wildlife illustration and zoological expertise shines
brightly in this second edition, building upon the already impressive foundation
of the first. The guide doesn't just identify animals; it paints a vivid picture of
their behaviors, habitats, and ecological roles within the diverse African
ecosystems. This meticulously updated version incorporates the latest taxonomic
revisions, new species discoveries, and updated distribution maps, making it the
ultimate reference for African mammal identification.

Benefits and Key Features: Beyond Simple
Identification
The Kingdon Field Guide goes beyond a simple checklist of species. Its real
power lies in its comprehensive approach:

Stunning Illustrations: Kingdon's iconic illustrations are not mere
depictions; they are works of art that capture the essence of each
mammal's unique features and pose. This visual richness makes
identification easier and more engaging, even for those unfamiliar with
complex anatomical terminology.
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Detailed Species Accounts: Each species entry provides a wealth of
information, including physical characteristics, habitat preferences,
behavior patterns, distribution maps, and conservation status. This depth
allows for a far richer understanding than simply identifying an animal.
For example, the detailed entry on the elusive Ethiopian wolf provides
crucial context regarding its endangered status and unique adaptations.

Updated Taxonomy and Distribution Maps: The second edition reflects
the latest scientific understanding of African mammal taxonomy,
incorporating recent revisions and newly discovered species. Improved
distribution maps offer a clearer picture of where each species can be
found, invaluable for planning safaris or research expeditions. This keeps
the guide current with the ever-evolving field of mammalian taxonomy.

Accessible Writing Style: Despite its scientific rigor, the guide is written
in an engaging and accessible style. Complex biological concepts are
explained clearly and concisely, making it suitable for a wide range of
readers, from seasoned professionals to enthusiastic amateurs.

Durable and Practical Design: The book's robust construction ensures it
can withstand the rigors of fieldwork, a crucial element for any practical
field guide. The layout is intuitive and easy to navigate, making quick
identification possible even in the field.

Usage and Practical Applications: From Safari to
Research
The Kingdon Field Guide is incredibly versatile:

Safari Planning and Observation: It's the perfect companion for safaris,
enabling accurate identification of observed animals and deepening
understanding of their behavior and ecology. The clear illustrations and
detailed descriptions make even fleeting sightings easily identifiable.

Educational Tool: The guide is an excellent resource for students and
educators studying African wildlife. The comprehensive information and
stunning illustrations offer a rich learning experience. Its use in
classrooms and field courses contributes significantly to effective wildlife
education.

Scientific Research: Researchers studying African mammal populations
and distributions will find the guide an indispensable tool. The updated
taxonomy, distribution maps, and detailed species accounts provide crucial
background information for their research projects.
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Comparing the Second Edition to its
Predecessor: Refinements and Enhancements
While the first edition was already a remarkable achievement, the second edition
represents a significant improvement. The updated taxonomy, revised
distribution maps based on recent research, and even more detailed species
descriptions show a commitment to providing the most accurate and current
information available. The improvements in the book's layout and overall design
make it even more user-friendly and enjoyable to use. This commitment to
continuous improvement is why this guide stands out as the leading authority on
African mammal identification and taxonomy.

Conclusion: An Essential Resource for All
The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals, Second Edition, is more than just
a field guide; it's a testament to meticulous scholarship and a passionate
dedication to the study and conservation of African wildlife. Its comprehensive
coverage, stunning illustrations, and accessible writing style make it an essential
resource for anyone with an interest in African mammals, from seasoned
professionals to enthusiastic amateurs. Its enduring value lies in its ability to
inspire appreciation for the incredible biodiversity of the African continent and
its role in fostering future conservation efforts.

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: What makes the Kingdon Field Guide superior to other African
mammal guides?

A1: The Kingdon Field Guide distinguishes itself through Jonathan Kingdon's
unparalleled artistic skill and zoological expertise. The stunning illustrations are
far more informative and engaging than photographs, while the comprehensive
species accounts go beyond simple identification to provide detailed behavioral
and ecological information. Its rigorous scientific approach, continuous updates,
and focus on accurate taxonomy also make it superior to many competitors.

Q2: Is this guide suitable for beginners?

A2: Absolutely. While packed with detailed information, the guide is written in
an accessible style and utilizes Kingdon's iconic illustrations to facilitate easy
identification, even for those with limited prior knowledge.

Q3: How up-to-date is the taxonomic information?
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A3: The second edition incorporates the latest taxonomic revisions and reflects
current scientific understanding, including recent species discoveries and
reclassifications.

Q4: What is the book's physical size and weight?

A4: This varies depending on the specific edition and publisher. It's advisable to
check the product details from the retailer before purchasing. Expect it to be a
substantial volume due to its comprehensive content.

Q5: Are there any digital versions available?

A5: While there might not be a direct digital equivalent of the full print version,
consider searching for online resources such as online databases or apps that
utilize Kingdon's illustrations or species data. Always verify the accuracy and
reliability of such sources.

Q6: How durable is the guide, considering its use in the field?

A6: The guide is designed to be robust and withstand the rigors of fieldwork.
The binding and paper quality are usually designed to endure wear and tear.

Q7: Does the guide cover all African mammals?

A7: The guide covers a vast majority of African mammals, but the sheer number
of species means some very rare or recently discovered mammals might not be
included in every edition. It aims to be as comprehensive as practically possible.

Q8: Where can I purchase the Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals,
Second Edition?

A8: You can typically purchase the guide from major online retailers like
Amazon, or from specialist wildlife or nature bookstores. Checking directly with
publishers may also provide options.

A Deeper Dive into the Kingdon Field Guide to
African Mammals, Second Edition
For wildlife enthusiasts , the name Jonathan Kingdon evokes a sense of wonder .
His monumental work, the *Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals, Second
Edition*, is not merely a reference ; it's a treasure trove of information, a
testament to years of meticulous observation and a benchmark of zoological
scholarship. This article will delve into the features, merits and benefits of this
indispensable resource for anyone yearning to understand the incredible
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diversity of African mammal life.

The first edition was already a turning point in its field, but the second edition
surpasses expectations even further. Kingdon's prolific knowledge, coupled with
stunning drawings and up-to-date taxonomic classifications, renders this guide
outstanding. Unlike many field guides , which provide only basic descriptions ,
Kingdon's work explores thoroughly into the biology of each species. This
comprehensive approach is what truly sets it apart from the other options.

One of the most striking features is the blending of text and illustration.
Kingdon's personal illustrations, marked by their precision and beauty,
synergistically complement the perceptive text. They're not just pretty pictures ;
they significantly contribute to the grasp of each species' morphology , habits ,
and habitat .

Furthermore, the second edition features the latest scientific findings and
taxonomic revisions. The taxonomy of African mammals is a fluid field, and
Kingdon's guide showcases this evolution with precision . This keeps the guide
relevant and reliable for years to come.

The book's organization is also cleverly designed. Species are grouped rationally
by family, making it easy to locate specific animals. The lookup system is
exhaustive, facilitating the effectiveness of the guide.

Beyond its scholarly value, the *Kingdon Field Guide* provides a rich narrative
of African mammal life. Kingdon's enthusiasm for his topic is evident throughout
the text, making the reading journey as rewarding as it is educational .

The practical applications of this field guide are numerous . It's an indispensable
tool for researchers , learners , tour operators , and anyone who spends time in
the African savanna. Its precision allows for precise identification, facilitating
wildlife management.

In conclusion , the *Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals, Second Edition* is
more than just a field guide; it's a thorough reference of African mammal life, a
landmark of zoological writing, and an indispensable asset for anyone with a
fascination for the natural world. Its detail , beautiful illustrations , and up-to-
date information render it the leading guide to the remarkable mammals of
Africa.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is this guide suitable for beginners? A: While detailed , the guide’s
accessible writing style and excellent illustrations allow it to be helpful for
beginners. Patience and a willingness to master are essential .
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2. Q: How does this edition compare to the first edition? A: The second
edition features improved taxonomy, additional information on species, and
superior image quality, rendering it a superior reference.

3. Q: Is the guide heavy and bulky to carry in the field? A: While large , the
guide is suitably sized for fieldwork. Consider a backpack or sling system for
comfort .

4. Q: Are there any alternative field guides to African mammals? A: Yes,
several other field guides exist, but Kingdon's work is generally viewed as the
most authoritative and best illustrated .
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