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Tracing the Lineage: Descendants of
William Shurtleff of Plymouth and
Marshfield, Massachusetts
William Shurtleff, a prominent figure in early Plymouth and Marshfield,
Massachusetts, left a legacy that continues to resonate today through his numerous
descendants. Tracing their lineage reveals a fascinating tapestry woven from the
threads of colonial life, westward expansion, and the ever-evolving American
experience. This exploration delves into the lives and achievements of his
offspring, offering a glimpse into the rich history and diverse paths taken by the
Shurtleff family across generations. We will examine genealogical research methods,
key historical events impacting the family, notable descendants, and the ongoing
efforts to preserve their family history. This exploration naturally incorporates
key terms like Shurtleff genealogy, Plymouth Colony ancestry, Marshfield family
history, and Massachusetts colonial families.
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Understanding Shurtleff Genealogy: Methods and
Challenges
Genealogical research, particularly for families with deep roots in colonial
America, presents unique challenges and rewards. Tracing the descendants of William
Shurtleff requires meticulous attention to detail and a multi-pronged approach.
This involves leveraging a variety of resources including:

Vital Records: Birth, marriage, and death records from Plymouth and Marshfield
are crucial starting points. These records, often housed in town halls and
state archives, provide concrete evidence of births, marriages, and deaths
within the family line.

Land Records: Property ownership records offer additional insights into the
movements and financial status of Shurtleff family members. Land transactions
often mention family members, providing valuable connections between
generations.

Census Records: U.S. census data, beginning in 1790, provides a snapshot of
family structures and locations across different decades. Analyzing census
records reveals migration patterns and helps piece together the family tree.

Gravestone Inscriptions: Gravestones in local cemeteries can reveal valuable
information about birth and death dates, as well as family relationships.

Family Bibles: These often contain handwritten family records, including



Descendants Of William Shurtleff Of Plymouth And Marshfield Massachusetts

Descendants Of William Shurtleff Of Plymouth And Marshfield Massachusetts
3

births, marriages, and deaths, providing firsthand accounts of important family
events. The accuracy, however, must be verified through corroborating evidence.

Oral Histories and Family Traditions: While not always reliable as primary
sources, oral histories and family stories can offer valuable clues and help
direct research efforts.

However, challenges remain. Record-keeping practices varied significantly across
time periods, and some records may be lost or damaged. The use of common names
within the family can also lead to confusion. Careful cross-referencing and
verification of information are essential to ensure accuracy in reconstructing the
Shurtleff family tree.

Plymouth Colony Ancestry and the Shurtleff Legacy
William Shurtleff's life in the Plymouth Colony and later Marshfield provides a
compelling backdrop to understanding his descendants. His experiences shaped the
family's identity and subsequent generations' opportunities. Settling in a
relatively new colony meant facing the challenges of establishing a home, securing
livelihoods, and navigating the evolving social and political landscape of early
America. Understanding this context is crucial to understanding the family's
subsequent development. The descendants faced challenges including war, economic
hardship, and social change. These historical forces often determined the
geographical location and career paths of the family. For example, some descendants
may have participated in the American Revolution, influencing their later lives and
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providing further genealogical links.

Notable Descendants and Their Contributions
Tracing the Shurtleff lineage reveals a diverse range of individuals who made
significant contributions to society in various fields. While comprehensive
documentation for every descendant is a monumental task, exploring notable figures
offers a glimpse into the breadth of their achievements. This research may reveal
involvement in politics, business, arts, education, and community service.
Identifying and studying these individuals will add depth to the understanding of
the Shurtleff legacy and highlight the diverse impact of the family on the broader
community. Further research may uncover hidden connections to other prominent
families within Massachusetts and beyond.

Preserving Shurtleff Family History: Ongoing Efforts
The ongoing effort to preserve and share the history of the Shurtleff family is a
testament to the value placed on lineage and family connections. This can manifest
in several ways, including:

Family Reunions and Gatherings: These events provide opportunities for
descendants to connect, share stories, and collaborate on genealogical
research.

Creation of Family Websites and Online Databases: Digital platforms allow for
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easy access to family information and encourage collaborative efforts in
building and maintaining the family tree.

Publication of Family Histories: Written histories offer a lasting record of
the family's journey and allow for broader sharing of the family narrative.

Donation of Family Documents and Artifacts to Archives and Museums: Preserving
physical documents and artifacts ensures that these historical materials remain
available for future generations.

The collective efforts of descendants play a vital role in ensuring that the legacy
of William Shurtleff and his descendants continues to be remembered and celebrated.

Conclusion
The descendants of William Shurtleff of Plymouth and Marshfield represent a
compelling story of resilience, adaptability, and contribution. Their journey,
spanning centuries, reflects the broader American experience while highlighting the
unique tapestry woven from individual stories and family connections. Ongoing
efforts to document and preserve their history are crucial for understanding not
only the Shurtleff family but also the broader context of early American life and
its enduring legacy. By continuing to explore the various aspects of this
remarkable family, we can enrich our understanding of the past and foster a deeper
appreciation for our shared heritage.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Where can I find primary source documents related to the Shurtleff family?

A1: Primary source documents may be found in various archives. Massachusetts state
archives, local town halls (Plymouth and Marshfield), the New England Historic
Genealogical Society (NEHGS), and FamilySearch.org are excellent starting points.
These repositories often contain vital records, land deeds, census records, and
other relevant documents. Remember to search under various spellings of the name,
as variations might exist in historical records.

Q2: What are some common challenges faced when researching colonial-era genealogy?

A2: Challenges include incomplete or inconsistent record-keeping practices, the use
of common names, ambiguous spellings, and the deterioration or loss of historical
documents. Geographic mobility of families can also complicate the process.
Overcoming these challenges often requires careful cross-referencing of information
from multiple sources and the use of advanced genealogical research techniques.

Q3: How can I contribute to the preservation of Shurtleff family history?

A3: Contributing to the preservation of family history can involve sharing family
stories, documents, and photos with other family members. Collaborating on creating
a family website or online database, contributing to family history projects, or
donating relevant documents or artifacts to relevant archives or museums all
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contribute significantly to this endeavor.

Q4: Are there any known prominent descendants of William Shurtleff?

A4: While specific prominent descendants require further research, exploring
specific occupations and locations can lead to the identification of those who made
significant contributions to their communities or fields. This research may involve
exploring historical records, local newspapers, and biographical databases to
uncover details of noteworthy individuals within the family line.

Q5: What are the key differences in genealogical research methods used today
compared to those used in the past?

A5: Today's genealogical research is significantly aided by digital resources like
online databases, digitized records, and collaborative platforms. While traditional
methods like manual searching through archives remain important, access to
extensive online databases has greatly accelerated the research process. Advanced
DNA testing also allows for breakthroughs in identifying biological relationships.

Q6: How can I connect with other Shurtleff descendants?

A6: Connecting with other Shurtleff descendants can be achieved through online
genealogical forums, social media groups dedicated to genealogy, and family
reunions. Online family tree platforms often provide tools to connect with
individuals who have researched the same family lines.
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Q7: What is the significance of understanding the historical context surrounding
William Shurtleff's life?

A7: Understanding the historical context is crucial because it provides a framework
for understanding the challenges and opportunities faced by the Shurtleff family
across generations. It allows researchers to interpret the choices they made, the
paths they took, and the impact of historical events on their lives. This broader
perspective helps paint a more comprehensive picture of their lives.

Q8: What resources are available for learning more about Plymouth Colony and
Marshfield history?

A8: Numerous resources offer insights into Plymouth Colony and Marshfield history.
Local historical societies in Plymouth and Marshfield offer extensive archives and
publications. Museums, libraries, and historical sites provide curated exhibitions
and educational materials. Online resources, such as digital archives and academic
databases, also provide access to a wealth of information relevant to the period.

Unraveling the Lineage: Descendants of William
Shurtleff of Plymouth and Marshfield, Massachusetts
Tracing lineage is a captivating pursuit, offering a peek into the history and the
journeys of those who preceded before us. This article delves into the extensive
genealogy of William Shurtleff, a significant figure in the early times of Plymouth
and Marshfield, Massachusetts. His descendants, scattered across generations and
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regions , represent a rich tapestry of American history. Understanding their story
requires a meticulous examination of historical archives, as well as the use of
modern genealogical methods .

The undertaking of tracking William Shurtleff's descendants is increased by the
frequency of the Shurtleff name in New England. Many persons bearing the name share
a common ancestor , but pinpointing the specific connection to our focal point
requires diligent research. This involves poring over birth certificates , property
records , wills, probate records, and population statistics spanning centuries .
Fortunately, the arrival of online genealogical databases has substantially
assisted in this process, allowing researchers to access information that was
previously difficult to locate .

One essential aspect of tracing this family’s history is comprehending the
relocation patterns of the Shurtleffs. While William Shurtleff was firmly rooted in
Plymouth and Marshfield, his descendants dispersed across New England and beyond,
following opportunities for employment and establishing new lives in various
regions . This outward movement adds a layer of complexity to the genealogical
study, necessitating the matching of data from diverse sources .

Furthermore, understanding the economic context of each generation is essential to
a thorough understanding of the clan's narrative. The impact of major happenings –
such as wars, economic booms and busts, and changes – on the lives of individual
Shurtleffs must be considered. This framing provides a more complete understanding
of the choices made by each generation and the difficulties they encountered .
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The research of William Shurtleff's descendants offers more than just a
comprehensive family tree . It offers a glimpse into the broader history of early
American colonists and their adaptation to a new world. It allows us to track the
progress of families across generations , highlighting their achievements to
culture and the obstacles they overcame . This exploration serves as a testament to
the endurance of the human spirit and the power of family ties .

In closing, the pursuit to unravel the ancestry of William Shurtleff and his
descendants is a rewarding endeavor. It is a journey that combines historical
research with genealogical techniques , providing priceless insights into the lives
of a family deeply entwined with the legacy of Plymouth and Marshfield,
Massachusetts. The dedication needed is substantial, but the rewards in terms of
personal enrichment are immense.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find resources to research my own Shurtleff ancestry?

A1: Several online databases such as Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, and
MyHeritage.com are excellent starting points. Local historical societies in
Plymouth and Marshfield, Massachusetts, also possess valuable records.

Q2: How common is the Shurtleff surname?

A2: The Shurtleff surname is relatively uncommon, concentrated primarily in New
England. This makes tracing specific lines challenging but also allows for a more
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focused search.

Q3: What are some key historical events that likely impacted the Shurtleff family?

A3: Major events like the American Revolution, the westward expansion, and
industrialization likely influenced the lives and choices of Shurtleff descendants,
prompting migrations and shaping their economic circumstances.

Q4: Are there any known prominent descendants of William Shurtleff?

A4: While definitive identification of widely known figures requires extensive
research, exploring the family's connections to various professions and communities
may reveal notable descendants throughout history.
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